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The NEWSLETTER 

of the Early Slavic Studies Association 

  

Vol. 38, No. 2 (Fall 2025) 

From the President 

Dear ESSA Members, 

As I prepare to conclude my term as ESSA President, I would like to sincerely thank 
the Association members for their trust. Over the past two years, I was privileged to 
have your support in implementing the various initiatives. ESSA has organized and held 
its First International Conference in March 2025 in Columbus. We have expanded the 
eligibility for the Travel grant, which now includes not only graduate students, but also 
early-career researchers, adjunct faculty, and scholars without institutional support. We 
have placed more emphasis on attracting younger, promising students to the field by 
instituting the Undergraduate Student award, and welcomed the first awardee in May. 

 
None of these and other initiatives would have been possible without the active 
involvement of the many ESSA constituents who contributed to the discussions at the 
General Assembly, presented their papers at the ESSA Conference, and wrote 
nominations for Prizes and Awards. My deep gratitude goes to my Executive board 

colleagues Inés Garcia de la Puente and Iulia Nițescu whose assistance with the ESSA 
Conference organization I found invaluable. I am thankful for the opportunity to have 
worked with all the Association members and will remain committed to ESSA’s core 
mission. 
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Jannik Wiethoff genannt Riemann, the winner of the 2025 Undergraduate award, wrote 
a post for our website, with a moving appeal to the students to share their projects and 
contribute to the scholarly discussions. Please continue spreading the word, encourage 
your students to join ESSA, and nominate them for the award. I am convinced that our 
persistent concerted effort in promoting research in Early Slavic Studies at various 
levels will help keep the field vibrant and dynamic.  
 

With best wishes, 
Maria Ivanova 

ESSA President 
 

ESSA Undergraduate Student Award 

 
The travel report “Das veränderte Rußland” written by Friedrich Christian Weber 
represents a remarkably rare instance of early modern descriptions of the Russian 
Empire by Western European authors during the reign of Peter the Great. And the 
multi-volume work is not alone exceptional for its rarity, but furthermore due to its 
variety of included material about Petrine Russia. It comprises, besides a diplomacy 
report, extensive tables of statistical surveys, considerable descriptions of the country, 
in particular the two largest cities, Moscow and Petersburg; ethnographical excurses and 
even additional source documents out of different historical contexts. Weber passed 
almost five years in Russia and, in his function as a diplomat of Hanover, gained 
multifaceted insights into the Russian society, the state administrations, and the capital’s 
cultural life. Simultaneously, he did not only remain within the court of Peter. Instead, 
Weber aimed to precisely observe the living conditions of the rural population and 
several ethnicities within the purview of the Russian Tsar, such as the Kalmyks and the 
Tatars.  

These specific circumstances enable us to utilize “Das veränderte Rußland” as a main 
source for a relevant scope of historical investigations on how Petrine Russia has been 
perceived, described and evaluated by contemporary Western European intellectuals. 
However, albeit Weber’s phrase of a transformed Russia has become notably popular 
in research, there are still only sporadic in-depth examinations scrutinizing the 
composition and historical reliability of this source. Indeed, Eckard Matthes and 
Wolfgang Geier substantially contributed to the general access of its content. But, since 
their monographs comprehensively investigated Weber’s life and work, none of them 
systematically reflects on the reliability of “Das veränderte Rußland” as a historical 
source in detail. Thus, the books are uniformly addressed as a chronological diary akin 
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to an authentic account of Weber’s experiences. The findings of this analysis, 
contrariwise, suggest another conjecture.  

By expanding the inquired amount of Weber’s documents, a comparison between the 
diplomat’s report and his hitherto unstudied correspondence detects passages of direct 
intertextuality. Here, Weber unambiguously inserts whole sections at another point in 
his report than it is dated within his letters. Inferring from these findings Weber’s work 
needs to be examined as subject to an intentional conception, resulting from a 
systematic revision of the diary ex post. Therefore, it becomes inevitable to understand 
the compositional, stylistic and literary strategies of Weber structuring his books.  

Confessing this need to apply an interdisciplinary approach – focusing on historical as 
well as on literary perspectives – this enables us to elaborate a critical interpretation of 
the source. The objective of this study is twofold. First, it seeks to establish a novel 
methodological approach that can be utilized by other historians to systematically 
engage with this source material. Secondly, by employing this approach, it aims to 
provide a new perspective on Weber's image of Russia and the Russians. Therefore, 
Weber’s writings are searched for different categories of topoi, leitmotifs and other 
related structural elements. It is argued that Weber reiterates the main character traits 
he asserts to the Russian people. No doubt that his image of Russia contains various 
stereotypes against Russians, he nevertheless broadens the diversity of standardized 
Russians’ characterizations. Furthermore, this time regarding intratextual parallels as the 
next kind of structuring elements, it occurs, how scheduled and calculated Weber 
opposes the cities Moscow and Petersburg. Petersburg, the bright symbol of Peter’s 
modern, changed Russia, and Moscow, a city of crimes and old habits. Again, here the 
intertextual parallels to Weber’s correspondence represent the most evident testimony 
that Weber structured his text like this, not authorized by truth and experience but by 
personal intention. The description of Petersburg’s insecure public life in his 
correspondence, is almost word by word reframed and allocated to Moscow in his 
report.  

For instance, motifs such as the Russians’ affinity to alcohol, appear for multiple times 
within Weber’s report and contribute to Weber’s calculated barbarization of the Russian 
people. At the same time, it cannot be argued that Weber draws a monolithic picture of 
the Russians state and folk. Instead, he does differentiate between the Tsar’s court, the 
inhabitants of the cities, the rural society and finally the various ethnic groups. 
Furthermore, Peter the Great, personally, is even lauded by the diplomate due to his 
open-mindedness towards Western Europe. As well as Weber contrasts the city of 
Petersburg with the one of Moscow, he suggests a strict cultural hierarchy from Tsar 
Peter at its top, via the urban civilians down to the different ethnicities.  
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The characterizations of the Russians are then categorized according to the extent to 
which they are integrated into the narrative. Finally, the lens through which Weber 
viewed the Russians is reconstructed. Despite the evident coloring of the subject's 
overall image of Russians, it can be demonstrated that this image contains a significantly 
broader range of shades than scholars have hitherto been able to discern.  

Jannik Wiethoff genannt Riemann 
University of Münster 

2025 ESSA Undergraduate Student Award 

 

Spotlight 

 
Notes on two conferences and a book 

 
Two important conferences have just taken place in Russia. I provide brief summaries 
and links here; also, annotation for a recent publication in an important series.  – 
Daniel Waugh. 21 October 2025. 
 
1. Translators and translations.   
Институт Российской Истории Российской Академии Наук. Международная 
научная конференция. «Переводчики и переводы в России до начала XVIII столетия» (9-12 
сентября 2025). Москва. 
This is the fourth conference in a valuable biennial series organized at the Institute of 
Russian History by Andrei Vasil’evich Beliakov, Dmitrii Vladimirovich Liseitsev, and 
Stepan Mikhailovich Shamin. Each of these conferences has provided new archivally-
based material on the biographies of translators and on individual translations; most of 
the papers have been published open-access. For the first three of the conferences 
(2019, 2021, 2023), the books may be downloaded at: 
https://iriran.ru/publications/2549; https://iriran.ru/publications/2524; 
https://iriran.ru/publications/3132. So far, only the table of contents is available for 
the conference held this year: https://iriran.ru/publications/3794. However, 
presumably the complete volume will be posted there soon. 

2. Archaeography, textology and poetics.  

Министерство науки и высшего образования РФ. Новосибирский 
государственный университет. Гуманитарный институт. Лаборатория 
археографии и источниковедения НОЦ «Наследие». Кафедра источниковедения 
литературы и древних языков. Всероссийская научная конференция с международным 

https://iriran.ru/publications/2549
https://iriran.ru/publications/2524
https://iriran.ru/publications/3132
https://iriran.ru/publications/3794
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участием «Источниковедение Древнерусской Литературы и Языка (Археографиия, 
Текстология, Поэтика)» 16–18 октября 2025 г. Новосибирск. 

This conference celebrated six decades of the organized archaeographic collection and 
study of early Slavic books in Siberia. The opening plenary session highlighted the 
history of that activity and the laudatory way in which it has been incorporated into the 
teaching program at Novosibirsk University. In conjunction with that overview, a very 
nicely illustrated website has been created:  «Археография в НГУ: 60 лет археогрфии 
в Сибири» (https://archeography.ru/). Much of the credit for the development of the 
program and the systematic training of students interested in early Slavic book culture 
is due to the decades of leadership provided by the late Elena Ivanovna Dergacheva-
Skop.  

For a news report on the conference proceedings, see: 
https://novosibirsk.bezformata.com/listnews/arheografii/152131039/, last accessed 
21 October 2025.The conference program was a full one, the morning and afternoon 
sessions overlapping in three separate auditoriums. A significant number of the papers 
dealt with the libraries and books of Old Believers. The full conference program can be 
accessed at:  
https://www.nsu.ru/upload/medialibrary/321/ikjmol36mzy5zhjyeh0qnhbzgbqr19w
w/15.10_Программа%20археография.pdf. Presumably most of the papers will be 
published.   

As a reminder here, over the decades there has been an active program of publication 
by the “drevniki” in Novosibirsk. Between 1975 and 2024, the annual Археография и 
источниковедение Сибири issued by the Siberian branch of the Academy of Sciences 
Institute of History has published 43 volumes. For the tables of contents, and, starting 
with Vyp. 38 (2019), the pdfs of the entire volumes, see: 
http://www.history.nsc.ru/publications/books/ais/index.htm. There are now several 
elegant large essay volumes in the irregularly published series «Книга и литература», 
founded in 1995 by E. I. Dergacheva-Skop. And an important open-access peer-
reviewed journal, Scriptorium Slavicum, has now begun under the editorship of Andrei 
Iur’evich Borodikhin (https://scrisla.gpntbsib.ru/jour). 

3. A new volume in another important series. 

I copy here the summary information available online but have not yet seen the book 
or the full table of contents. The series, which was launched in 1991, now numbers 11 
volumes, each of which focuses either on a region or a particular monastic scriptorium. 
I think some, if not all of them, can be downloaded from the website of IRLI 
(Pushkinskii Dom), but at this writing the site (pushkinskijdom.ru) could not be 
accessed to check. 

https://archeography.ru/
https://novosibirsk.bezformata.com/listnews/arheografii/152131039/
https://www.nsu.ru/upload/medialibrary/321/ikjmol36mzy5zhjyeh0qnhbzgbqr19ww/15.10_Программа%20археография.pdf
https://www.nsu.ru/upload/medialibrary/321/ikjmol36mzy5zhjyeh0qnhbzgbqr19ww/15.10_Программа%20археография.pdf
http://www.history.nsc.ru/publications/books/ais/index.htm
https://scrisla.gpntbsib.ru/jour
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Книжные центры Древней Руси: Соловки и Русский Север: Сборник научных статей / Отв. 
ред. О. В. Панченко. СПб.: Издательство «Пушкинский Дом», 2025. 672 с., ил.; цв. 
вкл. 32 с. Содержание Тираж 500 экз. ISBN 978-5-91476-172-8 

Очередной том серии посвящен литературной деятельности Соловецкого 
монастыря и исторически связанных с ним духовных центров Русского Севера: 
Новгородского владычного двора, Кирилло-Белозерского монастыря, 
Холмогорского архиерейского дома, Выговской пустыни, старообрядцев 
Северной Двины. 

В сборнике представлены исследования по летописанию и агиографии XV-XVII 
вв., по истории богослужебного типикона и «старчества» (монастырского устава). 
В ряде статей публикуются тексты исследуемых в них памятников: «Житие 
архиепископа Евфимия Новгородского» (1460-е гг.); «Предание старческое 
новоначальному иноку»; Описание Соловецкого острова 1685 г.; Сказание о 
Иоанне и Лонгине Яренгских третьей редакции; Слово «о святых чудотворцах, в 
России просиявших» Семена Денисова. 

Большое внимание в сборнике уделено истории книжного дела на Соловках и на 
Белом озере. Этой теме посвящено исследование об экслибрисах игумена 
Досифея и Ефросина Белозерского (кон. XV в.) и статья об использовании 
«немецких» очков книжниками этих обителей. Особый интерес представляет 
работа о соловецкой граверной мастерской конца XVII в., продукция которой 
широко использовалась при создании соловецких рукописей петровского 
времени. 
 

Daniel Waugh  
Professor Emeritus, Univ. of Washington, Seattle 

 

Calls for Papers  

 
The Imperial Dimension of Catherine II´s Legislative Commission (1767-1768), 
March 12-13, 2026, Münster, deadline for applications: November 30, 2025 

Joint conference organized by the Department of East European History (AOEG) and 
the Center for Empire Studies (CES) to be held at the University of Münster. 

This conference aims to view the Commission as a laboratory of imperial negotiations. 
It will contribute to a synthesization of the rich material and to a new interpretation of 
the Legislative Commission itself by leading to a deeper understanding of the realities 
of non-Russians in the second half of the 18th century. 

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Geschichte/histsem/OE-G/Aktuelles/veranstaltungen.html
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Please send an abstract (no more than one page) and a short CV to Elena Marasinova 
(lenamarassinova@gmail.com) and Ricarda Vulpius (ricarda.vulpius@unimuenster.de) 
by November 30, 2025. Conference language: English. Travel and accommodation 
expenses will be covered. The complete call for papers is available here. 

New Research on Diplomacy in Pre-Modern Eurasia: Practices, Objects, 
Symbols, Concept and organization: Gleb Kazakov (Giessen) and the Premodern East 
SlavicEurope Network, March 6, 2026, ONLINE. deadline for applications: 
December 12, 2025. 

The annual workshop of the Premodern East Slavic Europe network examines 
diplomatic relations in Eastern Europe and Inner Eurasia from the 16th to the 18th 
century from a cultural-historical perspective.  

We welcome proposals from historians and scholars from related disciplines and area 
studies who are working on the (entangled) history of East Slavic Europe and Eurasia 
in the premodern period. Please send us your CV and short abstract (ca. 300 words) 
that will serve as the basis for a 20-minute presentation until December 12, to 
gleb.kazakov@geschichte.uni-giessen.de. The conference will be held online and in 
English, but the proposals may be submitted in English, Ukrainian, Belarusian, Russian, 
or German. The complete call for papers is available here. 

The Athonite Collections and Their Challenges: Open Access, Traveling 
Exhibitions, and Digital Surrogates, September 25-26, 2026, Princeton University, 
deadline for applications: December 20, 2025. 

This event is being organized in the context of the Connecting Histories. The Princeton 
and Mount Athos Legacy project, which aims to engage and bring awareness to the 
rich, complex, and remarkable holdings related to Mount Athos on the Princeton 
University campus. For this reason, most of the event and the papers will focus on 
Mount Athos; however, we will also consider papers that bring in comparative material 
from other communities that deal with similar issues, creating a conversation with the 
Athonite material. 

Proposals for 30-minute papers (in English) should include a title, an abstract (max. 250 
words) and a CV, and be sent to gearhart@princeton.edu and marossi@princeton.edu. 
The complete call for papers is available here. 

Canadian-American Slavic Studies continues to welcome individual articles or 
proposals for themed issues from members of ESSA. Please contact Kira Stevens 
(CASS editor) at kstevens@colgate.edu with questions or proposals; submissions can 
be posted to brill/c-ss or sent to the editor at the above email address. 

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Geschichte/histsem/OE-G/Aktuelles/veranstaltungen.html
https://www.hsozkult.de/event/id/event-158306
https://www.hsozkult.de/event/id/event-158306
mailto:gleb.kazakov@geschichte.uni-giessen.de
https://www.hsozkult.de/event/id/event-158306
https://athoslegacy.project.princeton.edu/announcements/
https://athoslegacy.project.princeton.edu/announcements/
https://athoslegacy.project.princeton.edu/about/
https://athoslegacy.project.princeton.edu/about/
mailto:gearhart@princeton.edu
mailto:marossi@princeton.edu
https://athoslegacy.project.princeton.edu/announcements/
https://brill.com/view/journals/css/css-overview.xml?srsltid=AfmBOop5LXCuDlLyLz4qD0rOpM7qNnP3BCx1LsP3Bvqcy5Ji0ZTbgGxc


8 

 

Forthcoming Events  

 
The Slavonic and East European Medieval Studies Group (SEEMSG) Meetings 
- The group’s next meeting will take place in person in Oxford on Saturday 15 
November 2025. The programme for the day can be found here. Anyone wishing to 
attend, who is not already on the group’s mailing list, should contact the Secretary–
Treasurer, Angus Russell, at ajmr5@cam.ac.uk. 

Renaissance Society of America, San Francisco, February 19–21, 2026  

The Renaissance Society of America (RSA) is the largest international organization 
devoted to the critical study of the world from 1300–1700 and its importance today. 

The 101st Medieval Academy of America Meeting, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and Amherst College, March 19–21, 2026 

The 101st annual Meeting of the Medieval Academy of America will take place on the 
campuses of the University of Massachusetts Amherst and Amherst College, and will 
also include events at Mt. Holyoke College and Smith College. The theme of the 
meeting is “Consortiums and Confluences.” 

BASEES 2026 Annual Conference, University of Birmingham, 10-12 April 2026 

The British Association for Slavonic and East European Studies (BASEES) is delighted 
to welcome delegates to its 2026 Annual Conference, hosted in-person at the Centre 
for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies (CREES) at the University of Birmingham, 
United Kingdom, from Friday, 10 April to Sunday, 12 April 2026. 

 

Chronicle of Publications 

 

Maria Grazia Bartolini (University of Milan) has published “Precursor to Christ: John 
the Baptist as Hetman Ivan Mazepa’s Patron Saint. Between Theology and Politics,” 
The Slavonic and East European Review 103, 1 (2025): 281-316. 

Peter B. Golden (Emeritus, Rutgers University) has published: “The Khazars.” In the 
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian History. Ed. David Ludden. New York: Oxford 
University Press (2025). “Bir Bor İčsä”: Some Notes on Drink Among the Pre-
Činggisid Turkic Peoples” Mongols, Tatars and Turks in the Persianate World. ed. B. Péri, F. 

https://seemsg.wordpress.com/
https://seemsg.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/seemsg_programme_15.11.25.pdf
mailto:ajmr5@cam.ac.uk
https://www.rsa.org/
https://maa2026.wordpress.amherst.edu/home/call-for-papers/
https://baseesconference.org/
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Csirkés (Leiden: Brill, 2025): 163-192. Book review” Étienne de La Vaissière, Asie 
centrale 300-850. Des routes et des royaumes (Paris: Les Belles Lettres, 2024) in Bulletin critique 
des Annales islamologiques 39 (2025): 57-60. 

David Goldfrank (Georgetown University) would like to announce the very recent 
publication of Michael Paul, "Chosen by God". The Archepiscopal Office in Novgorod the Great 
(1165-1478). Washington, D.C: New Academia, 2025. 501 + xxx pp., 19 illustrations, 2 
maps. 

Charles J. Halperin (Independent scholar) has published: “A Note on Recent 
Research on the Term the ‘Tatar Yoke’ (Tatarskoe igo),” Zolotoordynskoe obozrenie, t. 
2025, no. 1, 8-16. “Obedience Charters during the Reign of Ivan IV,” Russian History 
51:2-4 (2024), 131-53. “Boyar Literacy and Diplomacy During the Reign of Ivan IV,” 
Studia Slavica et Balcanica Petropolitana 2024, no. 2, 129-44. “The Narod in the 
Historiography and History of Ivan IV’s Reign,” Journal of Modern Russian History and 
Historiography 18 (2025): 229-43. 

Viacheslav Lytvynenko (Independent Scholar) has published: Cyrillic Manuscripts: From 
Medieval to Digital. South-East European History (Peter Lang, 2025). Co-edited with 
Malgorzata Skowronek, Achim Rabus, Dimiter Peev, Boban Petrovski; The Pattern and 
the Image: Insights from the Alexandrian Exegetical Tradition (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2025). Co-
edited with David Vopřada, Markéta Dudziková; “Reception of John Chrysostom in 
Ukrainian Printed Literature from the Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries,” in Viacheslav 
Lytvynenko, Malgorzata Skowronek, Achim Rabus, et al. Cyrillic Manuscripts: From 
Medieval to Digital. South-East European History (Peter Lang, 2025), 175-199. Co-
authored with Natalia P. Bondar; “Exegesis of Scripture in the Pseudo-
Athanasian Disputatio contra Arium (CPG 2250): Allegory, Paradeigma, and Context,” 
in David Vopřada, Markéta Dudziková, Viacheslav Lytvynenko, The Pattern and the 
Image: Insights from the Alexandrian Exegetical Tradition (De Gruyter: Berlin, 2025), pp. 242-
253. “Псевдо-Афанасий в новоизводных минейных гомилиариях: греческие 
источники и древнерусская рецепция,” Palaeobulgarica XLVIII/3 (2025): 81-96 Co-
authored with Irina M. Gritsevskaya. 

Ludwig Steindorff (Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, Germany) has published:    
„Institutionen und ihre Namen in verschiedenen Sprachen. Von Dubrovnik bis 
Novgorod“ [Institutions and their Names in Different Languages. From Dubrovnik to 
Novgorod], in Ständewesen, Landesherrschaft und historiographische Reflexionen, Ständewesen, 
Landesherrschaft und historiographische Reflexionen. Streifzüge durch die baltische Vergangenheit. 
Festschrift für Ilgvars Misans zum 70. Geburtstag, ed. by Karsten Brüggemann, Rūta 
Brusbārde, Eva Eihmane, Ludwig Steindorff, Gustavs Strenga, Berlin etc.: LIT Verlag 
2025 (=Schriften der Baltischen Kommission, 31), pp. 101-117. 
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Daniel Waugh (Professor Emeritus, University of Washington, Seattle) is pleased to 
announce the publication of his new book: Skrine at Kashgar: Life, Exploration and Intrigue 
at an Outpost of Empire. A History in Documents. Edited, with an introduction and notes by 
Daniel C. Waugh. Appendices include his Etherton at Kashgar (2007). Seattle: University 
of Washington, 2025. [2], 782 pp., ill. DOI: https://doi.org/10.6069/FCZJ-J494. This 
open-access book in electronic format available through ResearchWorks at the 
University of Washington libraries annotates and publishes from British archives letters 
and reports that trace the history of Clarmont P. Skrine’s tenure as the British Consul-
General in Kashgar (Xinjiang, China) in 1922-1924. Apart from his official duties 
defending the rights of British subjects and providing intelligence connected with the 
“Great Game” rivalry with the new Soviet regime in Central Asia, Skrine explored and 
mapped in regions still little known to Europeans.  The book is generously illustrated 
with maps and photos taken by him and the others (including the editor) who followed 
in his footsteps. The DOI link connects to a download page for the formatted pdf of 
the book. 
 

Res gestae 

 

Maria Grazia Bartolini has been appointed Visiting Associate Professor in the 
Department of Slavic Languages & Literatures at Harvard for the Fall 2025 term. She 
is teaching two courses in the Department: SLAVIC 166: Verbal and Visual Encounters 
in Medieval and Early Modern Eastern Europe, and SLAVIC 254: Old Church 
Slavonic. 

Starting in Winter 2026, Tomasz Grusiecki will take up a new role as Associate 
Professor and Alfred & Isabel Bader Chair in Northern Baroque Art at Queen’s 
University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. 

Ludwig Steindorff (Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, Germany) participated in 
the conference Početci kraljevstva. Splitski crkveni sabori, Tomislav i njegovo doba o 1100. 
obljetnici. Beginnings of the Kingdom. Church Synods of Split, Tomislav and his Era on the 1100th 
Anniversary, 8-10 May, 2025, at the University of Split (Croatia) and presented the paper 
“The Council on the Plain of Duvno – a Historiographical Fiction and its Background 
in the Chronicle of the Priest of Dioclea”. 

Cynthia M. Vakareliyska (Emerita, University of Oregon) gave the following papers: 
“The Karpino Gospel menology and seven Greek relatives.” International Congress of 
Slavists, Paris, August 27, 2025; “The Dobrejšo Gospel as a liturgical evangelion.” Joint 
Conference of the European Association for Biblical Studies and the Bible Studies Association, 

https://doi.org/10.6069/FCZJ-J494
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Uppsala University, June 25, 2025; “Some misconceptions about the Dobrejšo Gospel.” 
Invited paper, Cyrillo-Methodian Readings, Department of Slavic Philology, Sofia/St. 
Kliment of Ohrid University, Sofia, Bulgaria, May 12, 2025. 

Cynthia has also been appointed co-chair, research unit on the Translation and 
Transmission of Slavic Biblical Texts, 2025–2029, European Association for Biblical 
Studies. 2025-26 project: the liturgical role of Slavic Biblical texts. 2026-27: the earliest 
Slavic printed Biblical books. 2027-28: development of a digital program for electronic 
collations of individual Bible books in medieval Slavic translation; and President, 
American Committee of Slavists and U.S. representative to the International 
Committee of Slavists (2018–2025, re-election 2025–present) Chair, Working Group 
on Reforms, International Committee of Slavists (September 2, 2022—present) 

 
Early Slavic Panels – ASEEES 

 
Fri, October 24, 8:30 to 10:15am EDT – ZOOM recording available  
Impacts of Ukrainian Voluntary Brotherhoods of Laymen on the European 
Book Culture: For the Legacy of Y. D. Isaievych 
Virtual Convention, VR2  
The Orthodox typographies in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth were managed 
by the Ukrainian and Belarusian lay brotherhoods, i.e. confraternities. These Ukrainian 
brotherhoods played a significant role in the shaping of the national identity of the Serbs 
and of other Slavic peoples who inhabited the Habsburg Empire, via the book-
migration. Impacts on the Romanian Orthodox culture were also significant; and their 
books reached far distances on the Balkans, too. - The first paper by P. Yeremieiev 
overlooks the historiography of brotherhoods by Ukrainian authors of the 19th century. 
- S. Shumilo presents his findings in the monasteries of Mount Athos and proves the 
migration of Ukrainian liturgical books reached such a far and highly prestigious place. 
- A. Sapovici presents the cultural contacts of Romanian Orthodoxy with the Orthodox 
Confessional Culture of the Ukrainian lands, as reflected in the activity of Matthew of 
Myra, who brought books and manuscripts to Wallachia. - S. Földvári (the panel 
organizer) describes the migration of Ukrainian books to the Slavic peoples of the 
Habsburg Empire, whose national-confessional identity was provided by the book 
import from Ukrainian typographies, too, and newly found archival sources still more 
evidence it. 

Chair: Ostap Sereda (Ukrainian Catholic U, Ukraine) 
Papers: Pavlo Yeremieiev (V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National U, Ukraine), Early 

Modern Orthodox Brotherhoods in Church Historiography of the Long 19th Century: 
Confessionalisation, National Identity, and Methodological Change; Serhii Shumylo 
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(National Academy of Sciences, Ukraine), Lviv and Ostroh Cyrillic Early Printed Books 
of the 16th-18th Centuries in the Libraries of the Monasteries of Mount Athos; Sandor 
Foldvari (U of Debrecen, Hungary), Ukrainian Books in the Habsburg Empire: 
Cultural Contacts of the Orthodox Confraternities with the Byzantine-Rite Slavic 
Peoples of the Hungarian Kingdom; Anca Mihaela Sapovici (Romanian Academy, 
Romania), The Contribution of Matthew of Myra to the Spreading of the Orthodox 
Book Culture in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth at the beginning of the 17th 
Century. 

Discussant: Ostap Sereda (Ukrainian Catholic U, Ukraine) 
 
 
Fri, October 24, 1:00 to 2:45pm EDT – ZOOM recording available 
Uncertain Boundaries: Border Issues in Early Modern Russia  
Virtual Convention, VR11 
As the early modern Russian state expanded both in Asia and Europe, it was confronted 
with the tasks of defining, demarcating, and defending borders. Rarely simple, these 
processes required Russian actors to wrestle with the often-thorny issues of sovereignty 
and identity across a diverse spectrum of geographies and peoples. This panel brings 
together three papers examining these and other issues concerning borderlands and 
peripheries through political, cultural, and social lenses. Their topics span the sixteenth 
to the eighteenth centuries and across the breadth of the Russian state, from the Kola 
Peninsula to the southwestern borderlands, to Siberia. 

Chair: Andrey V. Gornostaev (U of Toronto, Canada) 
Papers: Earl Joshua Hodil (Pomona College), Conceptualizing Russian 

Sovereignty of the Kola Peninsula in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries; Erika 
L. Monahan (U of New Mexico), Borders in Remezov’s Atlas of Siberia; Andrey V. 
Gornostaev (U of Toronto, Canada), Andrey V. Gornostaev (U of Toronto, Canada), 
It Only Took a Hundred Years: The Demarcation of the Russo-Polish Border after the 
First Partition of Poland, 1772-1781. 

Discussant: Gregory Afinogenov (Georgetown U) 
 

 
Thu, November 20, 1:00 to 2:45pm EST  
Cultural and Artistic Transmission between Byzantium and Medieval Rus’: 
Architecture, Iconography, Music  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
This panel explores the artistic connections between late Byzantine and medieval Slavic 
Christendom. Our panel examines three art forms of Slavic Orthodoxy—iconography, 
architecture, and liturgical music—that Rus’ inherited from Byzantium, asking the 
following questions: How did Byzantine models of artistic production evolve when 
adapted into Slavic contexts? What role did religious and political networks play in 
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shaping these transmissions?Özlem Eren’s paper, titled “Architectural Exchange in the 
Fragmented Political Landscape of 12th century Hungary, Poland and Southwestern 
Rus'” examines the contribution of political and social dynamics of 12th century 
Galicia-Volhynia to the transmission of architectural elements from both Byzantine and 
Western Romanesque architecture. The church of Saint Panteleimon in Old Halych 
serves as the case study for the convergence of Western and Eastern influences. Justin 
Willson’s paper, “Competition and Doubling in a Liturgical Narrative about an Icon 
Painter” considers the legends told about icon painters in Byzantine and Slavic sources. 
It focuses on the transmission of the tale of Gusar and Khinar and establishes the 
liturgical context in which the tale was heard. Anastasia Shmytova’s paper, titled 
“Khabuvy, anenaiki: singing nonsense in 12th–17th century Greek and Russian 
Orthodox chant”, is about the tradition of interpolating nonsense syllables in liturgical 
hymns. It examines the reception of this Byzantine tradition in the Slavic realm, where 
the syllables develop the peculiar function of representing the language of angels and 
demons, as demonstrated on the example of the Annunciation stichera, Blagovestvuyet 
Gavriil [Gabriel Announceth]. 
 Chair: Justin Willson (Yale U) 
 Papers: Anastasia Shmytova (Princeton U), Khabuvy, Anenaiki: Singing 
Nonsense in 12th–17th Century Greek and Russian Orthodox Chant; Ozlem Eren (U 
of Wisconsin-Madison), Architectural Exchange in the Fragmented Political Landscape 
of 12th-Century Hungary, Poland and Southwestern Rus'; Justin Willson (Yale U), 
Competition and Doubling in a Liturgical Narrative about an Icon Painter 
 Discussant: David Thomas Salkowski (U of North Florida) 
 
 
Thu, November 20, 3:00 to 4:45pm EST  
300 Years Ago: History and Memory of Premodern Poland  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
In lieu of recounting Polish history as a grand, nationalistic narrative or as a 
commemoration of the past from today’s vantage point, this experimental panel seeks 
to rethink and retell the exciting premodern history of Poland from the lens of historical 
memories and through a series of key historical episodes. In other words, we are 
interested in how “the deeper past” was remembered and evoked in “the shallower 
past,” and we are keen to untangle what history meant and constituted in different 
times. The three papers in this panel will each address a specific period and its memory 
of the preceding one, namely and respectively, the Piast memory of pre- and early Piast 
history, the Commonwealth memory of the Piast and Jagiellonian history, and the 
twentieth-century memory of Commonwealth history. Through this relay, we aim to 
gain a clear, historicist understanding of how history was recollected, ruminated upon, 
discussed, used, or even lost or faded in interest after roughly three centuries, a time 
span that is too short for the age of the Earth but long enough to pass down the 
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memory of ten to fifteen generations. Our purview is not limited to proper history 
writing, but a broad range of political, intellectual, religious, and literary sources is 
consulted to fully comprehend the historiographical mentalities of Polish thinkers over 
time and place. In this way, the historical memories of and across staropolska become 
evident and relevant, providing a fresh perspective on our existing knowledge of Polish 
and Eastern European history. 

Chair: Patrice M. Dabrowski (Harvard U) 
Papers: Piotr S. Górecki (UC Riverside), Of Mice in a Tower: Memory and 

Interpretation of the Deep Past across Piast Poland; Václav Algirdas Zheng (Johns 
Hopkins U), The Good Old Days?: Piast and Jagiellonian Kings in the Eyes of Early 
Modern Polish Thinkers; Larry Wolff (New York U), Remembering the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth in 20th-Century American Emigration. 

Discussant: Paul W. Knoll (U of Southern California) 
 
 
Thu, November 20, 3:00 to 4:45pm EST  
Between Memory and Ideology: Languages and Cultures in the Eastern Lands 
of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Columbia 11 
The aim of the panel is to discuss diverse approaches to the questions of multi-
culturality and multi-linguality (to be distinguished from multi-culturalism and multi-
lingualism) in the eastern lands of the old Commonwealth (usually referred to by 
historians as the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth). The panel will cover, inter alia, 
questions of the formation of cultural consciousness and identity. Taking into account 
the fact that language plays an important part in the processes of forming cultural 
identity, special attention will be paid to the linguistic diversity of these lands, including 
linguistic consciousness, which is expressed in the writing of this period, in which 
various linguistic codes were often employed.We shall endeavour to analyse selected 
cultural phenomena both on the basis of historical sources in their own contexts and as 
the origins of later relativizations of their depiction (for example in the attempts in 
Russian historiography to appropriate the history of Belarusian and Ukrainian culture). 
To understand the entirety of this complex problématique, this interdisciplinary panel 
will comprise researchers in history, philology, and cultural studies. 

Chair: Joanna Getka (U of Warsaw, Poland) 
Papers: Joanna Getka (U of Warsaw, Poland), Ruski > russkij / rossiiskii: 

Terminology as an Instrument of Historical Manipulation; Aliona Liubaya (U of 
Warsaw, Poland) Pseudo-Arabic Language: Kitabistic Writing and the Consciousness 
of the Tatars of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania; Tetiana Trofymenko (V.N. Karazin 
Kharkiv National U, Ukraine) Polemic Element in the Work of Tranquilion by Kirill 
Stavroveckyi 

Discussant: Andrei Liuby (Belarusian State U, Belarus) 
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Thu November 20, 5:00 to 6:45pm EST 
Digital Humanities in the Context of Slavic Studies: Showcasing Innovative 
Analysis of Primary Texts, Archival Data and Physical Objects  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
This panel explores the transformative role of digital methodologies in historical and 
archaeological research, focusing on computational techniques for analyzing textual, 
archival, and material culture data. By leveraging network analysis, database-driven 
visualization, and 3D modeling, the panelists demonstrate how digital tools refine our 
understanding of historical narratives, intellectual networks, and cultural 
transformations. The first paper examines early Western European texts on Ivan the 
Terrible’s Oprichnina through the database tool Nodegoat, revealing intertextual 
entanglements and the reconfiguration of historical motifs. The second paper presents 
a unified open-source workflow integrating OCR / HTR technology (Tesseract), 
metadata categorization (Zotero, Arkindex), and graph visualization techniques 
(Nodegoat, Gephi) to analyze archival documents on G. V. Vernadsky and the Cold 
War-era reception of Eurasianism in the research of Old Russian history. The third 
paper applies 3D modeling and statistical analysis to the study of Prague-type pottery, 
using the MeshSection Toolset and Blender-based visualization to uncover patterns of 
early Slavic production and distribution of material objects. Together, these papers 
highlight the increasing sophistication of digital humanities methodologies and their 
potential to advance and enrich the historiographic, archival, and archaeological 
scholarship. 

Chair: Jennifer B. Spock (Eastern Kentucky U)  
Papers: Cornelia Soldat (U of Cologne, Germany), Oprichnina Hyperlinks: The 

Visualization of Relationships within the Earliest West European Oprichnina Texts: 
Schlichting, Staden, Guagnini, and Beyond; Michal Racyn (Masaryk U, Czech 

Republic), Creating a Unified Technical Workflow for Archival Data Analysis: Lessons 

Learned from the Case Study on G. V. Vernadsky; Martin Kostal (Masaryk U, Czech 
Republic), Virtual Slices of the Past: Digital Analysis of Early Medieval Slavic Pottery.  

Discussants: Seth Bernstein (U of Florida); Donald Ostrowski (Harvard U) 
 
 
Fri, November 21, 8:00 to 9:45am EST  
Mapping Heritage, Preserving Memory 
DC Hilton, Floor: Concourse, Monroe 
The current roundtable will discuss the increasing possibilities of digital humanities for 
raising awareness of national heritage. The Roundtable will discuss how developing 
digital geo-localisation projects can contribute to overcome traditional physical 
boundaries that traditionally hindered physical exploration of national treasures, 
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particularly in cases of areas under conflict. The possibilities offered by digital projects 
in the Humanities increases exponentially the number of potential viewers who can now 
access comprehensive databases and maps to understand the historical past. These 
projects are a form of preserving the memory of what was created in the past, but also, 
due to their highly interactive character, or creating new understanding and approaches 
to engage with the historical past. 

Chair: Serhii Plokhii (Harvard U) 
 Roundtable speakers: Kostyantyn Bondarenko (Harvard U), Donald Ostrowski 
(Harvard U), Susana Torres Prieto (IE U, Spain), Alice Isabella Sullivan (Tufts U) 
 
 
Fri, November 21, 8:00 to 9:45am EST 
How "Enlightened" Was Late-Eighteenth-Century Russia?   
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
This panel assesses the impact of Enlightened ideals in the late-eighteenth-century 
empire by unpacking the observations of three figures: the writer Nikolai Karamzin, the 
Ukrainian noble Grigory Vinsky, and the British physician Matthew Guthrie. These 
participants in Europe’s “republic of letters” drew upon their lives and experiences in 
the Russian Empire to offer insights into the nature of rationalism and superstition, 
despotism and empire, and education and morality. 

Chair: Kevin Gledhill (Sacred Heart U) 
Papers: William Forrest Holden (U of Michigan), Disenchanted Magic: 

Rationality and Cultural Topography in the World of Nikolai Karamzin; Alexander M. 
Martin (U of Notre Dame), Despotism and Enlightenment under Catherine the Great: 
Late 18th Century Russia According to 'My Time' by Grigory Vinsky; Matthew P. 
Romaniello (Weber State U), Dr. Matthew Guthrie’s 'Letter on the Education of the 
Female Nobility in Russia,' 1781. 

Discussant: John Randolph (U of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) 
 
 
Fri, November 21, 10:00 to 11:45am EST  
Museums as Repositories of Slavic Heritage: Evolving Missions, Practices and 
Challenges 
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Columbia 6 
This roundtable explores the multifaceted nature of collecting Slavic and Russian 
heritage in the U.S., with a focus on art, historical artifacts, and archival materials. 
Drawing on the experience of panelists from three institutions—Hillwood Estate, 
Museum & Gardens, the Icon Museum and Study Center, and the Russian History 
Museum—the session explores the significance of preserving cultural heritage and 
fostering public understanding of the Slavic world. Explaining the principles guiding 
new acquisitions and how museums balance historical integrity with the needs of 
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communities, presenters will examine the critical role of memory in shaping their 
institutions and the ways in which their missions have evolved over time. They also will 
address preservation and how to combine contemporary approaches with the intentions 
of founders. The discussion will also touch on the topic of the interconnectedness of 
research, curation, and exhibition practices, with a focus on the challenges of keeping 
the past relevant for modern audiences. Additionally, the role played by public 
programming, publications, and institutional collaboration will be highlighted as a key 
strategy in expanding access to Slavic collections and fostering broader community 
involvement. Panelists will consider how collections can engage diverse visitor groups 
and spark meaningful conversations about art, history, and culture. 

Chair: Wendy R. Salmond (Chapman U) 
Roundtable speakers: Michael Perekrestov (Russian History Museum), Anastasia 

Shteinert (Brandeis U), Justin Willson (Yale U), Wilfried Zeisler (Hillwood Estate, 
Museum, and Gardens) 
 
 
Fri, November 21, 1:30 to 3:15pm EST 
925-2025: Memories of the 1100th Anniversary of the Kingdom of Croatia  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
2025 marks the 1100th anniversary of the alleged crowning of Tomislav as the first king 
of Croatia. The event is seen as a seminal point in the history of Medieval Croatia which 
continued to exist as a kingdom under the rule of its native dynasty until the early 12th 
century. During most of the past two centuries, the medieval Kingdom of Croatia was 
often mythologized to promote Croatia's distinctive cultural background, such as 
Glagolitic which was widely used during the period of rule by Croatian kings, to 
promote Croatia's distinctive political personality within multi-ethnic states and to act 
as a basis for new artistic creations. The papers to be presented in this panel will examine 
these examples of historical memory as well as those to be employed during 2025 as 
the government, institutions and organizations in the Republic of Croatia memorialize 
this significant event in Croatia's past. 

Chair: John Peter Kraljic (Croatian Academy of America) 
Papers: Tomislav Galovic (U of Zagreb, Croatia), Memory of Medieval Croatia 

in Stone: Epigraphic Monuments in Istria; Željko Bartulović (U of Rijeka, Croatia), 
Memories of the Medieval Croatian State: Between Legend and Reality on the 1100th 
Anniversary of the Kingdom of Croatia; Dragan Damjanovic (U of Zagreb, Croatia), 
Historiography, Memory and Art: Croatia's Early Medieval Heritage and Croatian Art 
during the First Half of the 20th Century; Tatjana Tomaić (Inst of Social Sciences Ivo 
Pilar, Croatia), Memory: Commemorating the 1100th Anniversary of the Croatian 
Kingdom. 

Discussant: John Peter Kraljic (Croatian Academy of America) 
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Fri, November 21, 3:30 to 5:15pm EST  
Lensing Rus', Muscovite, and Early Imperial Russian Hierarchies through 
Memory Studies  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
"Lensing Rus', Muscovite, and Early Imperial Russian Hierarchies" intends to discard 
anachronisms and to elevate contemporaneous terminology as the sole means of 
interpreting hierarchies from eleventh-century Kievan Rus' through the eighteenth-
century Russian Empire. “Lensing” is meant as a gerund. Our panelists bring to bear 
several disciplines, pivoting around history of memory studies: literature, literary 
criticism, ethnic anthropology, language, comparative documentation. Re-evaluating 
standard terms, even tropes, and prying under the covers for new approaches are major 
aims that come down to questioning how historians visualize hierarchies. Our panelists’ 
chosen perspectives will tackle the “lensing issue” in unexpectedly productive ways, and 
will pointedly engage history of memory issues. 

Chair: Carol Kira Belkin Stevens (Colgate U) 
Papers: Ines Garcia de la Puente (Boston U), Textual Emendation and the 

Potential of Translation in Rus’ian Narrative Texts; Aleksey Kamenskikh (Johannes 
Gutenberg-U of Mainz, Germany), Hierarchies of the Frontier: Power Practices in the 
Colonized Urals and Trans-Urals (16th - 18th Century); David Goldfrank 
(Georgetown U), Peeking at Russian and Chinese Hierarchies via Slaphappy Satire, 
Pithy Poetry, and Frothy Fiction. 

Discussant: Peter B. Brown (Rhode Island College) 
 
 
Fri, November 21, 6:00 to 7:30pm EST  
Early Slavic Studies Association Meeting 
DC Hilton, Floor: 1st Floor, Tenleytown East 
 
 
Sat, November 22, 8:00 to 9:45am EST  
Lieux de mémoire of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth: Places, Texts, and 
People DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
In our papers we focused on the ways in which the inhabitants of Poland and Lithuania 
in the 16th to early 19th centuries forged their images of the past. We found Pierre 
Nora's notion of le lieu de mémoire (the place of memory) particularly useful in 
describing different practices of remembering and making the past. We chose 
representatives of social elites who were particularly efficient in constructing and 
controlling collective memory: noblemen (the Sapiehas, Radziwiłł, Paszkiewicz) and 
scholars (Brożek and Radziwiłł). They left material traces of their memory-making 
activities, which could take different forms: residences in the case of the Sapiehas, a 
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museum-like object in the case of Paszkiewicz, and annotated texts in whichRadziwiłł 
and Brożek described their journeys. We will try to analyse from different angles the 
nature of the places of memory created by these actors. Were they successful in their 
memory practices? How did personal experience trigger their need to participate in the 
construction of cultural memory? How did the processes of national identity formation 
(both early modern and modern) and general history intersect? What was the distant 
effect of activities of Radziwiłł, Brożek, the Sapiehas, and Paszkiewicz? This last 
question leads us to the final, and probably open, question: How have these practices 
of memory management influenced our contemporary understanding of the past of the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth? 

Chair: Tom Grusiecki (Boise State U) 
Papers: Eleonora Terleckienė (Vilnius U, Lithuania), Framing the Journey: 

Paratexts as Lieux de Mémoire in Early Modern Pilgrimage Narratives; Jakub 
Niedzwiedz (Jagiellonian U, Poland), In the Footsteps of Copernicus: Jan Brożek and 
His Journey in 1618; Pawel Bukowiec (Jagiellonian U, Poland), 'Is Baublis Still Alive? 
It Was so Huge…': Early 19th-Century Lithuanian Issues with Polish Memory (and 
Vice Versa); Aleksandra Ziober (U of Wroclaw, Poland), Memory and Majesty: The 
Sapieha Architectural Legacy in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. 

Discussant: Maria Grazia Bartolini (U of Milan, Italy) 
 
 
Sat, November 22, 8:00 to 9:45am EST 
Bodies on Paper: Writing Injuries and Illness into Being in Early Modern Russia  
DC Hilton, Floor: Lobby, Morgan (No A/V) 
In early modern Russia, numerous documents record first-hand descriptions of illness, 
for a variety of purposes. Each of these three papers examines a different type of illness 
narrative, and how the varied purposes of the narrative shaped the content. This panel 
as a whole elucidates how early modern Russians conceived of illness, how they 
remembered and categorized experiences of suffering, and how they recorded those 
experiences for posterity. 

Chair: Stefan Schneck (U of Zurich, Switzerland) 
Papers: Clare Griffin (Indiana U Bloomington), Categorizing the Broken Body: 

'Light' and 'Heavy' Wounds in Early Modern Russian Military Medical Documents; Eve 
Levin (U of Kansas), Recounting the Experiences of Illness: First-Person Narratives in 
Miracle Cycles; Ernest Alexander Zitser, Kurakin’s Complaint: The Vita as 
Autopathography. 

Discussant: Matthew P. Romaniello (Weber State U) 
 

 
Sat, November 22, 10:00 to 11:45am EST 
Memory and Orthodoxy: Tradition(s) in Muscovite Religious Reforms 
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DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
This panel will explore the roles of tradition in the interplay between local, Ruthenian 
and universal Eastern Christian practices in 16th and 17th century Muscovite attempts 
to enforce ecclesiastical norms. Presenters will address tradition in the contexts of the 
1551 Stoglav Church Council and “Nikonian” reforms in the mid-1600s, evident in the 
works of Iosif Volotskii, Patriarch Nikon, Sergii Shelonin and Afanasii of Kholmogory. 
The Muscovite clergy’s understanding of the relation between universal canons and 
decisions arising from local needs in the case of the Volotskii’s contributions to the 
Stoglav show how “tradition” could be and had been altered. Nikon’s letter to Patriarch 
Paisios of Constantinople (1654) on irregularities found in liturgical books, intentions 
to correct them according to Greek tradition and the difficulties encountered reveal 
divergent ways in which “true faith,” tradition and custom were conceived by different 
members of the Orthodox Christian communities of the time. The Synod of 1666-1667 
headed by two “Greek” patriarchs which enshrined the Nikonian reforms and propelled 
Ruthenian cultural influence supply the contexts for comprehending the corpus of 
Shelonin’s writings and as well appeals to tradition in the Afanasii’s defense of the 
Nikonian reforms in his Spiritual Exhortation (1682). The roundtable format is justified 
because, rather than simply reporting on research findings, panelist will develop a 
structured discussion on the theme of tradition in Muscovite Orthodox Church reform 
in a forum designed promote engagement with the conference theme of “memory” in 
terms of “tradition” and lively exchanges among the presenters and the attendees. 

Chair: Cornelia Soldat (U of Cologne, Germany) 
Roundtable speakers: David Goldfrank (Georgetown U), Kevin Michael Kain (U 

of Wisconsin-Green Bay), Iulia Nitescu (U of Bucharest, Romania), Ovidiu Olar 
(Austrian Academy of Sciences, Austria). 

 
 

Sat, November 22, 12:00 to 1:45pm EST  
Religious Culture in Early Modern Eastern Europe: The Texts and Their 
Audiences  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
Something fundamentally changed in Eastern Europe's religious culture in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. Old genres like primers changed their content and form, 
sermons took a creative and more audience-oriented role in the liturgy, and catechisms 
appeared as a new phenomenon. What do these changes tell us about believing and 
believers in that period and that region? How do the changes interrelate to other and 
broader developments of cultural and intellectual history in Eastern Europe? Maria 
Ivanova will discuss the significance of hitherto unknown copy of an early printed East 
Slavic abecedarium in the context of the history of ideas by addressing the questions of 
methodological innovations in the early printed Cyrillic primers, as well as their 
intended audiences. Maria Grazia Bartolini will offer close readings of two sermons 
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preached by Stefan Iavors'kyi to the nuns of the Ascension Convent in Kyiv, showing 
that they give us an important if isolated glimpse into the place of nuns in the religious, 
political, and social life of the Kyiv Church during the last decades of the seventeenth 
century. Stefan Schneck will discuss the newly invented European genre of catechisms 
in Eastern Europe (Budny, Zyzanij). He will ask questions about adaptation, readership, 
and other phenomena typical for cultural and knowledge transfer in Early Modern 
times. 

Chair: Nancy S. Kollmann (Stanford U) 
Papers: Maria Grazia Bartolini (U of Milan, Italy), The Preacher and His 

(Female) Audience: Monastic Discipline, Female Spirituality, and Confessionalization 
in Stefan Iavors′kyi’s Sermons to the Nuns of the Ascension Convent in Kyiv; Stefan 
Schneck (U of Zurich, Switzerland), Catechetical Thinking in 17th-Century Moscow: 
In the Search of an Audience. 

Discussant: Nancy S. Kollmann (Stanford U) 
 

 
Sat, November 22, 2:00 to 3:45pm EST  
The Individual and the Empire: The Fate of Subjects in the 18th-Century 
Russian Empire (The Problem of Source Analysis)  
DC Hilton, Floor: Terrace, Coats 
Our panel is dedicated to the so-called human dimension in history. We ask the 
question: how can we hear the voice of an individual, often belonging to the "silent 
majority"? Research experience suggests that those subjects who attracted the interest 
of the state have the greatest chance of being heard. The sources presented in the 
reports include denunciations, investigative cases, and consular correspondence. These 
materials are united by the authorities’ keen attention to individuals deemed dangerous 
or useful. This research perspective involves combining a microanalysis of sources with 
the study of macro-processes and mechanisms of imperial governance. 

Chair: Andrey Ivanov (U of Wisconsin-Platteville) 
Papers: Elena Marasinova (U of Münster, Germany), The 'Infidel' Against the 

Empire: Based on Materials from the Secret Chancellery and Expedition; Kevin 
Gledhill (Sacred Heart U), An Aegean Merchant in a Caspian Empire: Ioannis Varvakis 
and Russian Diplomacy in Iran in the 1780s; Olga Tsapina (The Huntington Library), 
Tradition! L’Affaire of Markel Radyshevskii (1726-1731) and the Debate on the 
National Church in the post-Petrine Russia. 

Discussant: Gregory Lynn Bruess (U of Northern Iowa) 
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To be a member of ESSA or to renew your membership, please sign up for an annual 
dues subscription, with PayPal, on the ESSA website: 
https://www.earlyslavicstudies.org/membership/. Membership dues are $35, or $10 
for retirees and graduate students. Members receive the ESSA Newsletter by email and 
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Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES). 
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