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From the President

Dear ESSA Members,

The last several months have been an eventful time for the Association.

Last March, we gathered at The Ohio State University for the ESSA’s First International
Conference. “Archive” as this Conference’s theme proved to be conducive to a lively
scholarly exchange, and the papers were rich in springboards for further discussion: stay
tuned for the conference proceedings! ESSA’s deepest gratitude goes to our hostess
extraordinaire, Mary-Allen “Pasha” Johnson, Curator of the Hilandar Research Library
and Director of the Resource Center for Medieval Slavic Studies at The OSU. The
Conference’s success owes a lot to her hospitality, organizational expertise, and
watchful care.

I'am also thrilled to report that the ESSA Undergraduate Student Award has launched
successfully. Please join me in congratulating the 2025 Awardee — Jannik Wiethoff
genannt Riemann from the University of Munster! Jannik’s term paper on the
contemporary perceptions of Petrine Russia in Western Europe was commended for
an exceptional level of independent research. We wish Jannik a successful publication
of his paper and welcome him as ESSA’s very first undergraduate student member.



As you will see, the current Newsletter follows an expanded format, offering a newly
added section on the conferences of interest. The 2024 General Assembly in Boston
unanimously voted in favour of offering this information in the Newsletter, reiterating
its encouragement to the members to seek interdisciplinary connections with scholars
in adjacent fields.

Finally, I wanted to remind all ESSA constituents that eligibility for the Association’s
ASEEES Travel Award has been extended not only to graduate students but also to
early career researchers, contingent and adjunct faculty, and scholars with no
institutional support. Please keep an eye on your inbox for the official call for
applications later in May. I highly encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity
and apply for the Award.

With best wishes,
Maria Ivanova

ESSA President

ESSA Undergraduate Student Award

ESSA members are encouraged to nominate promising undergraduate students for the
ESSA's newest initiative — the Undergraduate Student Award. The aim of the Award is
to acknowledge and celebrate the achievements of undergraduate students interested in
Early Slavic Studies, and increase the visibility of our field.

Nominees do not have to be affiliated with Slavic Departments or pursue a major in
Slavic Studies. Nominators are encouraged to nominate students who:

« have written a course paper dealing with Early Slavic Studies

o have written or are writing an undergraduate thesis or joint honours thesis
related at least partially to Early Slavic Studies

« have presented a paper or participated in a relevant workshop

« have been actively promoting the field through their work in student councils
or undergraduate student associations

« have been working as research assistants on relevant projects

o have participated in relevant archaeological or historical field schools,
internships, and summer programs, and / or have taken relevant language course

All ESSA members in good standing are welcome to submit a nomination. The running
deadline is April 15.

The winner for 2025 is Jannik Wiethoff genannt Riemann.



2025 Early Slavic Studies Association Conference

The First International Conference of the Early Slavic Studies Association took place
at The Ohio State University on March 7-8, 2025. The event was sponsored by The
Hilandar Research Library (HRL) and The Resource Center for Medieval Slavic Studies
(RCMSS).

The conference theme was “Archive,” which the participants, who joined from Europe
and North America, interpreted in various engaging ways. New archival findings were
presented, new interpretations of the existing sources were offered, new understandings
of the “archive” and our collective challenges in archival exploration were addressed
and explored. Besides presentations and discussions, the panelists and attendees had
plenty of time to exchange views, discuss their projects and opportunities for
collaboration.

The Organizing Committee, Maria Ivanova, Inés Garcia de la Puente, and Iulia Nitescu,
structured the conference in six panels. The first panel focused on Foreign Sources on
the Slavic World. The panelists covered early Rus’ as well as the image of Eastern
Europe in the Hortus Sanitatis and the Early Modern conflicts in the Baltic Sea region.
Whoever wanted to know more about aurochs got their money’s worth. The second
panel, Institutions, was dedicated to political and ecclesiastical history in Muscovy. The
papers in the third panel, Cultural Production, addressed various topics from art history
to manuscript production.

The tour of the Hilandar Research Library, expertly curated by Mary-Allen “Pasha”
Johnson, featured an impressive array of icons and rare books.

The first day concluded with a panel on Manuscripts and Prints, covering manuscript
translations in Ruthenia, the I/ustrated Chronicle Compilation, and the works of Prince
Semen Shakhovskoi. The dinner reception gave all panelists ample opportunities to

network and talk through the Friday papers.

The second day started with a panel on Manuscripts and finished with one on Digital
Humanities and the Archives. This last panelled to a long discussion about the avenues
tfor philological analysis and historical study that are opened by newly developed tools
and apps.

The evaluation after the conference was entirely positive. Participants and organizers
agreed that the Early Slavic Studies Association should consider organizing future
conferences with a similar format and intellectual atmosphere. The business meeting of



the Association during ASEEES will certainly approach this idea. Essays developed
from the conference presentations will be published in Canadian-American Slavic Studies.

The Early Slavic Studies Association thanks the Hilandar Research Library and the
Resource Center for Medieval Slavic Studies at The Ohio State University (OSU), and
Mary-Allen “Pasha” Johnson personally, for the generous support of the conference,
as well as the OSU community and the guests for their interest in the event.

Cornelia Soldat
University of Cologne

Calls for Papers

Canadian-American Slavic Studies continues to welcome individual articles or
proposals for themed issues from members of ESSA. Please contact Kira Stevens
(CASS editor) at kstevens@colgate.edu with questions or proposals; submissions can
be posted to brill/c-ss ot sent to the editor at the above email address.

The 101st Medieval Academy of America Meeting, March 19-21, 2026 - deadline
tor applications: June 2, 2025.

The 101st annual Meeting of the Medieval Academy of America will take place on the
campuses of the University of Massachusetts Amherst and Amherst College, and will
also include events at Mt. Holyoke College and Smith College. The theme of the
meeting is “Consortiums and Confluences.”

Renaissance Society of America, San Francisco February 19-21, 2026 — deadline for
applications: August 15, 2025.

The Renaissance Society of America (RSA) is the largest international organization
devoted to the critical study of the wotld from 1300-1700 and its importance today.

The Slavonic and East European Medieval Studies Group (SEEMSG) Meetings -
The group’s next meeting will take place in person in Oxford on Saturday 15
November 2025. Anyone wishing to give a paper should contact the Secretary —
Treasurer, Angus Russell, at ajmr5(@cam.ac.uk.



https://brill.com/view/journals/css/css-overview.xml?srsltid=AfmBOop5LXCuDlLyLz4qD0rOpM7qNnP3BCx1LsP3Bvqcy5Ji0ZTbgGxc
https://maa2026.wordpress.amherst.edu/home/call-for-papers/
https://www.rsa.org/
https://seemsg.wordpress.com/
mailto:ajmr5@cam.ac.uk

Forthcoming Events

The XVIIth International Congress of Slavists, August 25-30, 2025, Paris.

This event, organized every five years, is the meeting place of Slavists from all around
the world — specialists in linguistics, literature, history. Its first session was held in
Prague in 1929. For the first time in history, the MKS will meet in a non-Slavic country.

The 13th Congress of South-East European Studies, September 2025, 15-19,
Skopje, North Macedonia.

International congress organized by the AIESEE (Association internationale d'études
du Sud-Est européen) every four years.

Sixteenth Century Annual Conference, October 30-November 1, 2025, Portland,
Oregon.

The Sixteenth Century Society is a multidisciplinary organization dedicated to the study
of the early modern era (ca. 1450-1750). It hosts a dynamic annual conference,
welcoming scholars of all ranks from across the world.

Chronicle of Publications

Peter B. Golden (Emeritus, Rutgers University) has published “Some Comments on
the Turk Titles, in particular Tégin”” Archivum Eunrasiae Medii Aevi 26 (2021-2023): 5-58
[appeared in 2024], HA L LM BHERANGMHMERBEAKNNESE
5 trans. FEH : E{FBE Cai Weijie (Taipei, 2025) [Chinese translation of Central Asia
in World History, which was published in 2011]. Several publications are scheduled to
appear in 2025: “The Khazars.” In the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian History. Ed.
David Ludden. New York: Oxford University Press (in press); “History of Turkic-
speaking groups” Encyclopaedia of Turkic Languages and Linguistics Online, ed. lLars
Johanson (Leiden: Brill, in press); “al-Bahili, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Rabi‘a” Encyclopacedia of
Islan? (in press); “Bir Bor I¢si””: Some Notes on Drink Among the Pre-Cinggisid Turkic
Peoples™ Mongols, Tatars and Turks in the Persianate World. ed. B. Péri, F. Csirkés (Leiden:
Brill, in press), and ILb. T'oaaen, H.E KysembGaes, Kunuaxu, xumexu u xymare: 6
cpednesexosori Espasun — I1aBropap- Heroapk-Hpro-bpancynx: ITaBrosap: MIT Cerrun
A.A, scheduled to appear in 2025. — 545 c. (Cepus: Kumrgaku u nx cOCEAH B UCTOPHH
Eppasumn).


https://mks-paris.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en
https://manu.edu.mk/aiesee-13th-congress-of-south-east-european-studies-skopje-15-19-septebmer-2025/
https://www.sixteenthcentury.org/conference

Charles J. Halperin (Independent scholar) has published: “The Exceptional Tyrant:
Ivan the Terrible,” Royal Studies Journal 11:2 (2024): 206-38; “Dmytro Cizevs’kyj and
Kyivan ~ Rus”  Literature:  Problems in  Translation and  National
Paradigms,” Ruthenica 18:1 (2025): 96-115; and “The Sins of the Father: The Image of
Ivan IV in Russia during the Reign of Tsar Fedor Ivanovich,” Canadian-American Slavic
Studies 59:2 (2025): 139-57.

Valerie Kivelson's (University of Michigan) new book, Images and the Making of the
Russian Empire, 1471-1721, will be published by Bloomsbury (with 120 illustrations) in
October of this year. An article on “Gender and Magic,” will appear in A Cultural History
of Magie, ed. Louise Nyholm Kallestrup and Steven Mitchell; vol. 3, The Early Modern
Age, ed. Charlotte Rose Millar, also published by Bloomsbury, in September 2025.
Another article, “Ambiguous Territories: Mapping Siberia in the Era of Peter the
Great,” is included in Territorial Imaginaries: Beyond the Sovereign Map, ed. by Kiren Wigen
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2025).

Nancy S. Kollmann (Stanford University) has published Visualizing Russia in Early
Modern Eurgpe (Cambridge University Press, 2024).

Cornelia Soldat (University of Cologne) has published Christian-Muslim Relations. A
Bibliographical History, Volume 23 Russian Empire (1800-1914), David Thomas, John
Chesworth and Cornelia Soldat (eds.), Leiden — Boston: Brill 2025 and Christian-Muslin
Relations. A Bibliographical History, Volume 22 Central Europe (1800-1914), David Thomas,
John Chesworth, Ines Asc¢eri¢-Todd, Stanistaw Grodz, Douglas Pratt, Cornelia Soldat
and Catherina Wenzel (eds.), Leiden — Boston 2024.

Jenn Spock (Eastern Kentucky University) has just published an article: Spock,
Jennifer B. “Courting the ‘After’ Life of St Metropolitan Filipp II (Kolychev) and of
Patriarch lov at the Court of Tsar Alekset” Canadian-American Slavic Studies 59 (2025):
158-178. She extends thanks to those who helped with its content and its editing.

Ludwig Steindorff (Christian-Albrechts-Universitit zu Kiel, Germany) published a
review of the publication of a unique source by Oleg Rusakovskii. The publication
includes the transcription of the German diary of the interpreter Christoph Bousch who
after being captured, entered in service of the tsar as interpreter, converted and got
married in Moscow. Furthermore, Rusakovskii provides the translation of the diary in
Russian, an introduction about the complicated way to the identification of the author
of the manuscript and finally comments in footnotes about the events and persons,
mentioned in the diary: Dunevnik perevodchika posol’skogo prikaza Kristofa Bousha (1654-
1664). Perevod, fkommentarii, nemetskii original. Sostavitel’ 1 nauchnyi redaktor Oleg
Rusakovskii (Moscow: Izdatel’skii dom vysshei shkoly ekonomiki, 2024), 424 pp. — dot:

6



10.17323/978-5-7598-4018-3; ISBN 978-5-7598-4018-3 (e-book). The review appeared
in: Vifliofika 12 (2024), pp- 112-116;
https://iopn.library.illinois.edu/journals/vivliofika/article/view/1835/1507

Daniel Waugh (Emeritus, Univ. of Washington, Seattle) has just published “A
Possible Source for the Depiction of the Horses in the 17th-century Equestrian
Portraits of the Tsars,” Seriptorium — Slaviewm, 2024, No. 2, pp. 9-35
(https://doi.org/10.20913/script-2024-2-01)  (in English, with an abstract in
Russian). Seriptorinm Slavieum is an important new open-access peer-reviewed journal,
edited by Andrei Iurevich  Borodikhin, published in  Novosibirsk
(https://scrisla.elpub.ru/jour). Waugh is a member of its editorial advisory board. He
continues to process photographs from his extensive archive for the on-line Historic
Environment Image Resource at the Institute of Archaeology, Oxford University
(http://heir.arch.ox.ac.uk). A significant portion of this growing open-access image
database includes Classical, Roman, and Byzantine material — historic and modern
photos, scans of archaeological drawings, architectural sections, etc. The images, each
available in several sizes, are keyword searchable, with helpful links to related ones in
the collection. A “crowd sourcing” feature encourages contribution of additional
information. To date, close to 5000 of Waugh’s images have been posted, including
extensive sets for Palmyra, Ephesus and Bergama (ancient Pergamon). His Istanbul
material includes most of the mosaics in Hagia Sophia, the Kariye Camii (Church of the
Holy Saviour in Chora), and the Fethiye Camii (Church of the Theotokos
Pammakaristos). The most recent additions document the Church of Hagia Sophia in
Trabzon. The HEIR project encourages donations of image sets and reference
commentary. For Farly Slavists it is an increasingly valuable resource for teaching and
research.

Justin Willson (The Icon Museum and Study Center) has published “Byzantine Excess,
Slavic Hesitancy: Euthymios of Tarnovo on Visions,” Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
49, no. 1 (2025): 48-58.

Res gestae

Mary Allen “Pasha” Johnson (Curator, Hilandar Research Library [HRL], and Mount
Athos Foundation of America [MAFA] Board Member) was invited to present on HRL
Athonite resources and research, outreach, and digitization projects as well as to provide
a PSA for MAFA at the Connecting Histories: The Princeton and Mount Athos 1 egacy Spring
Workshop, April 28-May 2, 2025, co-sponsored by HRL and MAFA.



https://iopn.library.illinois.edu/journals/vivliofika/article/view/1835/1507
https://doi.org/10.20913/script-2024-2-01
https://scrisla.elpub.ru/jour
http://heir.arch.ox.ac.uk/
https://library.osu.edu/hrl
https://www.mountathosfoundation.org/
https://www.mountathosfoundation.org/
https://athoslegacy.project.princeton.edu/

Cornelia Soldat (University of Cologne) gave a paper on “The Grand Prince Behaves
like an Antique Tyrannical Emperor. About the Character Assassination of Ivan the
Terrible in Central and Eastern European Renaissance Texts”, at the conference The
Power of Asymmetry or the Struggle for Truth: Invective Practices in Premodern Europe, October
07-09, 2024, Prague.

Jenn Spock is retiring this summer, July 1. Her contact information will change, and
she will alert folks when she has a new email. It has been a tiring, but rewarding, 25
years at Eastern Kentucky University. She will miss her department colleagues sorely,
and miss class interaction with students, but is looking forward to new adventures.

Justin Willson has been appointed Assistant Professor of the Art of Medieval Worlds
at Yale University. Justin will begin his appointment on July 1, 2025. He received an
American Council of Learned Societies fellowship to visit archives in Bulgaria and to
participate in the 2025 Summer Institute for the Study of East Central and Southeastern
Europe. He also received a grant from The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation Grant
tfor the project: “Icon Painting in the Expanded European Sphere” which will publish
unresearched icons at the Icon Museum and Study Center in Clinton Massachusetts.

Renew Your Membership

To be a member of ESSA or to renew your membership, please sign up for an annual
dues subscription, with PayPal, on the ESSA website:
https://www.eatlyslavicstudies.org/membership/. Membership dues are $35, or $10
for retirees and graduate students. Members receive the ESSA Newsletter by email and
may participate in the ESSA’s Annual Meeting at the convention of the Association for
Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES).

Dues may also be paid via check on a US bank. Please make the check payable to the
Early Slavic Studies Association. For the address for payment by check, please contact
Vaclav Zheng at vaclav.zheng(@jhu.edu.



https://www.earlyslavicstudies.org/membership/
mailto:vaclav.zheng@jhu.edu
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