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The NEWSLETTER 

of the Early Slavic Studies Association 

     

Vol. 37, No. 2 (Fall 2024) 

From the President 

 
Dear ESSA members, 

In this Newsletter, I am delighted to share with you the program for the ESSA First 
International Conference (theme “Archive”) that will take place in person on March 7-
8, 2025 at The Ohio State University Pfahl Conference Center. I would like to thank 
everyone who has expressed interest in this initiative and supported it either by 
submitting their proposals or by donating. We are deeply grateful to M.A. “Pasha” 
Johnson, Curator of the Hilandar Research Library and Director of the Resource Center 
for Medieval Slavic Studies, who is generously providing the participants’ 
accommodation, our meeting spaces, meals, coffee breaks, and reception. I would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow co-organizers Jenn Spock, Cornelia 

Soldat, Inés García de la Puente, and Iulia Nițescu for their tireless work on this 
Conference over the last year. While I will be providing further details at the upcoming 
ESSA Business Meeting, please do not hesitate to reach out, if you have any questions 
about the Conference. 

With ASEEES just around the corner, please take a moment to look at this year’s 
schedule of the Early Slavic panels, included below in this Newsletter. The ESSA-
sponsored panel “Fear and Angst in Early Modern East Central Europe” organized by 
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Václav Zheng is slated for Saturday, November 23, at 2 pm (3rd floor, Clarendon). Our 
Annual Business Meeting will take place on the first day of the Convention, Thursday, 
November 21, at 6:30 pm (3rd floor, Berkeley) and will be promptly followed by the 
ESSA Famous Early Slavic Dinner. Please send a note to our Vice-President, Inés 
García de la Puente, if you would like to attend the Dinner. Should plans change, you 
are welcome to simply join us on the spot. 

I very much look forward to seeing many of you in Boston at ASEEES, as well as in 
Columbus next March. 

With best wishes, 
Maria Ivanova 

ESSA President 

2025 Early Slavic Studies Association Conference 

Early Slavic Studies Association 

First International Conference 

The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 7-8 March 2025 

Theme: Archive 

Supported by the Hilandar Research Library (HRL) and the Resource Center 

for Medieval Slavic Studies (RCMSS), The Ohio State University 

 

Friday, March 7 

7:30-9:00 - Breakfast 

9:00-9:15 - Opening remarks 

9:15-10:45 – Panel 1. Foreign Sources on the Slavic World 

Chair: David Goldfrank (Georgetown University) 

Cornelia Soldat (University of Cologne) - Latin Charters about Long Distance Trade 

between Rus´ and Central Europe in Early and High Middle Ages 

Paul Milliman (University of Arizona) - Images of Eastern Europe in the Hortus 
Sanitatis 

Clare Griffin (Indiana University Bloomington) - Russo-Ottoman Conflict in Regional 
Context: French, Italian, Slavic, Hebrew, and Turkic Sources on Late 
Seventeenth-Century Battles in the Black Sea Region 
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10:45-11:15 – Coffee/tea break 

11:15-12:45 – Panel 2. Institutions  

Chair: Inés García de la Puente (Boston University) 

Angus Russell (University of Cambridge) - “Exemption” or “Immunity”? Some 

Conceptual Thoughts on Muscovite Governance 

Iulia Nițescu (University of Bucharest) - Saints, Tombs, and Contenders: Asserting 

Ecclesiastical Succession in 15th – 16th Century Muscovy 

Charles J. Halperin (Independent Scholar) - Ivan the Terrible’s Character and Literary 

Style: A Note 

13:00-14:00 - Lunch 

14:00-15:30 – Panel 3. Cultural Production  

Chair: Russell E. Martin (Westminster College)  

Özlem Eren (University of Wisconsin-Madison) - Hungary, Poland and Galicia-

Volhynia: Architectural Influences in the Borderlands of 12th-Century Rus´ 

Pauline Vasselle (University of Nottingham) - From Remembering to Copying. 

Manuscript Production as a Spiritual Practice in the Life of Abraham of 

Smolensk (13th Century) 

David Goldfrank (Georgetown University) - Pre-Grammaticalization of Knowledge 

in Late Medieval/Renaissance Era Russia 

15:30-16:15 – Tour of the Hilandar Research Library (HRL) and the Resource Center for Medieval 

Slavic Studies (RCMSS) 

16:30-18:00 – Panel 4. Manuscripts and Prints 

Chair: Jennifer B. Spock (Eastern Kentucky University) 

Sergei Bogatyrev (University College London) - The Illustrated Chronicle Compilation and 

Early Printing 

Maria Ivanova (McGill University) - Negotiating Identity between Manuscript and 

Print in Early Modern Ruthenia: a New Archival Source 

Russell E. Martin (Westminster College) - Toward a Biography and Bibliography of 
Russia’s “First Secular Intellectual”: Prince Semën Shakhovskoi in the Archives 

18:30-20:30 – Reception 
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Saturday, March 8 

 

7:30-9:00 – Breakfast 

9:30-11:00 – Panel 5. Manuscripts 

Chair: Jennifer B. Spock (Eastern Kentucky University) 

Viacheslav V. Lytvynenko (Independent Scholar) - Preslav Features in the 

Translation of the Pseudo-Athanasian Questions and Answers to Antiochus the Duke 

 * paper co-authored with Irina M. Gritsevskaya  

Alexander Grishchenko (Heidelberg University) - The Hilandar Pentateuch as an Early 

Ruthenian Copy of the Edited East Slavic Pentateuch 

 * paper co-authored with Anastasia Polivanova 

Vitaliy Yefimenkov (University of California Los Angeles) - Unearthing Medieval 

Hymnography in the 21st Century 

11:00-11:30 – Coffee/tea break 

11:30-12:45 – Panel 6. Digitizing the Archives  

Chair: Inés García de la Puente (Boston University) 

Virginia Zickafoose (Independent Scholar) - “Dying Evangelical:” Creating     

Digitally - Preserving What We Don't Know and Reconstructing Meaning for 

Archives “Lost” 

Vladimir Polomac (University of Kragujevac) - A Computer-Based Stylometric 

Approach to Serbian Early Printed Books 

13:00-14:00 – Lunch 
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Spotlight 

 
Digital Medieval Slavic Menologies Database and Search Program 

 
Eastern Orthodox calendars of saints from before the 15th century were vastly different 
from each other in their commemorations of saints and events for all but the most 
major feastdays. The reason for this is that the medieval Eastern Orthodox Church had 
no canonization or beatification process, so that local monasteries and priests could 
assign all but the most major saints to whichever calendar dates they found appropriate. 
Moreover, some medieval Slavic calendars included locally-venerated individuals, and 
names of unfamiliar saints were often garbled, making identification of these figures 
extremely difficult. The lack of consistency among calendars, as well as the unpublished 
status of most medieval Slavic calendars, made it extremely difficult to access and 
compare a large corpus. In addition, most “full”, or long, menologies contained multiple 
saints for almost every calendar day, and menaia, which are collections of saints’ lives 
for a given month, could list ten or more individuals per day.  It is for these reasons 
that there has been no published typology of medieval Slavic menologies. 
 
The digital Medieval Slavic Menologies collation, which has been developed by David 
Birnbaum and myself, is designed to solve this major data management problem by 
providing a free-use online database of medieval Slavic menologies and other genres of 
Slavic calendars of saints, together with a search program. The goal of the project is to 
provide scholars with a large but manageable corpus of data for comparative study of 
calendar traditions, identification of the relationships between and among calendars, 
and analysis of any given calendar. The collation is available at  
http://menology.obdurodon.org.  

The corpus of menologies for the project numbers over 700 calendars; the 
commemorations from 28 of these calendars have been electronically processed so far 
and are currently online. The corpus includes unpublished Slavic calendars kept at the 
SS. Cyril and Methodius National Library and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
Library in Sofia, the Plovdiv Library, and the Rila Monastery in Bulgaria; the State 
Historical Museum, Russian State Library, the Moscow University library and the State 
Archive for Early Documents in Moscow, and the Russian National Library in St. 
Petersburg; and the British Library in London, as well as microfilm copies and online 
digital photograph collections of the Hilandar Research Library at The Ohio State 
University, the Russian National Library, the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences Central 
Library, and the Cyril and Methodius National Library in Sofia, and published editions 
of calendars. 

http://menology.obdurodon.org/
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The 28 calendars that are online so far include the earliest Slavic menologies, Slavic 
menologies from the 13th and 14th centuries that contain archaic and other rare 
commemorations, the synaxaria (menologies) to the Byzantine Greek Constantinople 
Typikon and other major Greek typica, the 10th-century Greek Menology of Emperor 
Basil II, and the Latin Martyrologium Romanus.  

The electronic collation allows searches of the calendars online by specific attributes of 
the calendars themselves and of the commemorations that they contain. These include 
searches for the full text of commemorations in an individual calendar, by the name of 
a saint or event, by calendar date or portion of the year, by the national tradition 
associated with a saint or event, by male vs. female saints, and by archaic 
commemorations found in the Constantinople Typikon that were not included in the 
later 10th-century Menology of Emperor Basil.  
 
The Church Slavonic and Greek texts are in Old Cyrillic and polyphonic Greek fonts 
that are readable on the Internet without requiring any special keyboard layouts or fonts. 
 
A long-term goal is to include calendars of saints from the Coptic, Syriac, Georgian, 
Armenian, and other non-European traditions.  
 
Numerous Slavic medievalists in various countries, including Bulgaria, Russia, and 
Romania, have already used the search program as part of their research on saints and 
calendars, and as we refine and expand the search program, we hope that it will become 
useful to Byzantinists, Western medievalists, Church historians, and other specialists in 
addition to Slavic medievalists. 
 

Cynthia Vakareliyska 
Prof. Emerita, University of Oregon 

 

Chronicle of Publications 

 

Karin Friedrich (University of Aberdeen) published: ‘Multiconfessionalism and 
Interconfessionality: Religious “Toleration” in Royal Prussia, Lithuania and the 
Ruthenian Lands’, in Stanley Bill and Simon Lewis (eds), Multicultural Commonwealth. 
Poland-Lithuania and Its Afterlives (University of Pittsburgh Press, Nov. 2023); and ‘The 
Common Good and Urban Crisis Management in Early Modern East-Central Europe: 
The Examples of Danzig and Slutsk’, Miroslawa Hanusiewicz-Lavallée and Robert 
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Marysk (eds), Defining the Identity of the Younger Europe. Research Perspectives in Early 
Modern Cultures of the Younger Europe (vol.I) (Leiden: Brill, 2023), 48-69. 

The Polish-Lithuanian Centre at the University of Aberdeen (with Professors Karin 
Friedrich and Robert Frost) are preparing an interdisciplinary volume on Entanglements 
and Disentanglements: Towards a Transnational History of Poland and its Neighbours in 
collaboration with scholars from the Jagiellonian University in Kraków under the lead 
of Dr Stanisław Witecki and Dr Katarzyna Kuras, to be published in 2025, which 
result from a project co-funded by both institutions. 

Peter B. Golden (Emeritus, Rutgers University) published “Some Comments on the 
Türk Titles, in particular Tegin” in Archivum Eurasiae Medii Aevi 26 (2021-2023), pp.5-
58; and "The Khazars." In the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian History. Ed. David 
Ludden. New York: Oxford University Press, forthcoming. 

Iulia Nițescu (University of Bucharest) published “Metropolitans of all Rus’, 
protectors of Moscow: the veneration of Metropolitan Petr (14th – 16th century)” 
Russian History, 51 (1), 2024, 28–55; and “From a Contested Metropolitan to a Saintly 
Protector: Shaping Metropolitan Kiprian’s Image in 15th – 16th Century Muscovy” 
Revue des Études Sud-Est Européennes, LXII (2024), 205-221. 

Ludwig Steindorff (Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, Germany) published 
(together with Paul Srodecki) the volume: Viele Welten des Ostseeraumes. Politischer und 
kultureller Austausch vom Hochmittelalter bis zum Beginn der Neuzeit [Many Worlds of the 
Baltic Sea Area. Political and Cultural Exchange from the High Middle Ages to the 
Beginnings of the Modern Ages], Marburg: Verlag Herder-Institut 2024 (=Tagungen 
zur Ostmitteleuropaforschung, 43), 481 pp. The volume is based on the papers 
presented at a conference at Lübeck in March 2019. The authors of the contributions 
in English or German are (in alphabetical order of the countries) from Canada, 
Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Latvia, Poland, and Russia.   

He published the articles: „Die Einbeziehung des östlichen Europa in die christliche 
Welt [The Integration of Eastern Europe into the Christian World]“ , in Globales 
Christentum. Transformationen, Denkformen, Perspektiven, edited by Mariano Delgado, Volker 
Leppin (Basel – Stuttgart: Schwabe Verlag – Kohlhammer 2023), pp. 99-124; – The 
volume is based on a conference which took place at the Faculty of Theology at 
Fribourg/Switzerland in November 2021; „Kommunikation über Grenzen hinweg – 
War auch Novgorod eine Stadtkommune? [Communication via borders – Was also 
Novgovod an Urban Commune?]“, in Viele Welten des Ostseeraumes (see above), pp. 269-
290; “Toma arhiđakon – junak i našega vremena [Summary: Thomas archidiaconus – 
A Hero of Our Time too]”, in: Magistra famosa. Zbornik u čast Mirjani Matijević Sokol, 
edited by Ivan Botica, Tomislav Galović, et alii, Split: Književni krug 2023, pp. 305-318; 
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„Ad honorem Neven Budak. Ad fontes et initia: O početcima ustanove kneštva u 
dalmatinskim gradovima [About the beginnings of the Office of the Comes in the 
Dalmatian Cities]“, Historijski zbornik 77 (2024), 1, pp. 181-200, online: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/462331. 

Talia Zajac (Niagara University) published a review of Radegund: the Trials and Triumphs 
of a Merovingian Queen: by E.T. Dailey (2023) in Social History, 49.3 (2024): 420–423, 
doi:10.1080/03071022.2024.2352243. 

Monica White (University of Nottingham) published 'The Byzantine "Charm 
Defensive" and the Rus'' in The Making of the Eastern Vikings: Rus' and Varangians in the 
Middle Ages, ed. by Sverrir Jakobsson, Thorir Jonsson Hraundal and Daria Segal 
(Routledge, 2024). 

Justin Willson (The Icon Museum and Study Center) published: “Theophanes of 
Nicaea and the Diagram that Draws and Erases Itself,” with David Jenkins, Dumbarton 
Oaks Papers 78 (2024): 1-49; and “Icon Printing and Pimen Sofronov’s Collection,” Print 
Quarterly 41, no. 3 (2024): 285-301. 
 

Res gestae 

 

Karin Friedrich (University of Aberdeen) received the West Prussian Culture Prize 
(Westpreussischer Kulturpreis) for achievements for the promotion of West Prussian 
history in November 2023. 

Charles J. Halperin (Independent Scholar) wishes to warn colleagues that his old e-
mail address, chalperi@indiana.edu, will soon cease functioning. His new e-mail 
address, chalperi@iu.edu, is already working. He apologizes for the inconvenience.  

Maria Ivanova (McGill University) co-organized an international conference 
"Confessional Ambiguities in the Face of Control: Antitrinitarianism in Early Modern 
Europe (1500-1800)," De Waalse Kirk, Amsterdam, June 17-18, 2024. 

Cornelia Soldat (University of Cologne) gave a paper on “The Grand Prince Behaves 
like an Antique Tyrannical Emperor. About the Character Assassination of Ivan the 
Terrible in Central and Eastern European Renaissance Texts”, at the conference The 
Power of Asymmetry or the Struggle for Truth: Invective Practices in Premodern Europe, Prague, 
Czech Academy of Sciences, Oct 7-9, 2024, and a paper on “The Icon in the 17th 
century. The Access to Holiness in the Age of Modernity in Muscovite Rus’”, at the 

https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/462331
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/news/22341/
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interdisciplinary conference Creating Holiness: Books, Scrolls and Icons as Carriers of 
Sacredness, Mainz, Academy of Sciences and Literature, June, 17-20, 2024. 

Talia Zajac (Niagara University) presented a paper titled “‘Ego autem Anna, corde 
intelligens…’: The endowment of Saint-Vincent of Senlis by Queen Anna Yaroslavna 
of France (d. between 1075 and 1079)" at the Royal Studies Network “Kings and 
Queens” Conference 13: “Gift-Giving and Communication Networks,” The American 
University of Paris, Paris, France (27 May 2024). Her ongoing research on Rus-Latin 
Christian inter-marriage was also the subject of a podcast, "Noble Ladies: Between East 
and West" for Central European University / MECERN (Medieval Central Europe 
Research Network), https://podcasts.ceu.edu/content/noble-ladies-between-east-
and-west-1  

Monica White (University of Nottingham) was a guest on the 'Byzantium and Friends' 
podcast on April 4th: https://byzantiumandfriends.podbean.com/e/114-byzantium-
and-the-early-rus-with-monica-white/  

Justin Willson opened an exhibition, 
"Printing Icons: Modern Process, Medieval 
Image," on view at the Icon Museum and 
Study Center in Clinton, MA, October 18, 
2024-March 30, 2025. "Printing Icons" 
explores the way print and icon painting 
interacted over the seventeenth to early 
twentieth centuries. It showcases works from 
across the Balkans, Eastern Europe and 
Russia to illuminate how traditional 
techniques, such as printing icons after traced 
panels, shaped perceptions of woodblocks 
and engravings, and how Western techniques 
transformed icon painting itself. The 
exhibition brings together over sixty works 
from six institutions and private collections, 
including: Hilandar Research Library, The 
Mead Art Museum, the Russian History 
Museum, Princeton University Library, 
Hillwood Estates, Museum and Garden, and 
Wheaton College. The exhibition is supported 
in part by the International Center of Medieval 
Art and the Samuel H. Kress Foundation. 

 

I. N. Merzlekov, John the Baptist, 
1880s/90s, perevod with added penwork, 
sheet 279 x 228 mm (Columbus, OH, 
Hilandar Research Library) 

https://podcasts.ceu.edu/content/noble-ladies-between-east-and-west-1
https://podcasts.ceu.edu/content/noble-ladies-between-east-and-west-1
https://byzantiumandfriends.podbean.com/e/114-byzantium-and-the-early-rus-with-monica-white/
https://byzantiumandfriends.podbean.com/e/114-byzantium-and-the-early-rus-with-monica-white/
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Early Slavic Panels – ASEEES (virtual) 

 
Thursday, October 17, 2024 
Ruthenia - Courland: Transregional Exchanges in the Early Modern Eastern 
Europe 
8:30 to 10:15am EDT, Virtual Convention, VR6  
    For the last two decades, late medieval and early modern cross-regional exchanges in 
Eastern Europe have not enjoyed thorough attention from social, cultural, or 
intellectual historians, even though the so-called "global turn" promised attention to 
every region's interconnections. On the one hand, the lack of attention to transregional 
communications shaping Eastern Europe in the 14th and 17th centuries can be 
explained by the challenging nature of multilingual sources. On the other hand, the 
study of premodern communicative patterns has been neglected because of fragmented 
sources that frequently do not allow for broader contextualization. With this in mind, 
the proposed panel seeks to address the social, political, and cultural communicative 
models in Silesia, Ruthenia, and Courland during the late medieval and early modern 
periods. The panel addresses the communicative nature of late medieval revolt, 
intercultural patterns of early modern library-making, and the trans-regional replication 
of colonial models. The panel argues that though Silesia, Ruthenia, and Courland were 
situated in divergent linguistic and cultural frameworks, these regions nevertheless 
shared comparable political, social, religious, and intellectual practices that were 
exported both within Eastern Europe and abroad. The panel underlines that late 
medieval and early modern Eastern Europe contained various structurally divergent 
sub-regions that enjoyed regional and trans-regional connections as much as 
disconnection and many other liminal communicative forms. 

Chair: Andrii Bovgyria (Institute of History, NASU, Ukraine) 
Papers: John Freeman (U of Warsaw, Poland), Inter-connected Colonial 

Thinking?: The Duchy of Courland’s Seventeenth Century Expansion and Its 
Influences; Stepan Blinder (U of Cambridge, UK), The Making of a Polymorphic 
Collection of Books: Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, Armenian, and Jewish Books in 
the Early Modern University of Zamość Library; Bogdan Pavlish (University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor), The Interpreter’s Invisibility: Paradoxes of Oral Translation in 
Early Modern Lviv 

Discussant: Nataliia Sinkevych (Ludwig-Maximilians-U Munich, Germany) 
 
Thursday, October 17, 2024 
Early Eastern European Queer: Sources, Interpretation, Visibility 
8:30 to 10:15am EDT, Virtual Convention, VR7 
What do we know about the Eastern European queer history in the epoch before the 
most or at least substantial part of the population of this territory became more or less 
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literate, and before bureaucratic paperwork allowed queer voices to be heard? Existing 
research, in regional and global languages, suggests a near absence of coherent 
narratives until the mid-19th century. This is not just a historical matter; recent 
criminalization of LGBTQ+ identities and the anti-transgender legislation in Russia and 
anti-LGBTQ+ policies throughout the region threaten visibility and, consequently, the 
health and lives of these communities. To some extent this threat is due to the lack of 
the historical visibility of the group. Change is necessary, and historians can contribute 
by questioning the sources, ways of looking for them more effectively and interpreting 
them - the last task being especially complicated for the epoch, in which queer subjects 
tend to be rendered in ambiguities. The panel, through three papers, deliberately probes 
the search for the Medieval and Early Modern queer sources, bridging the gap between 
academic history and activism to foster greater visibility. 

Chair: Irina Roldugina (U of Bristol, UK) 
Papers: Andrei Kostin (U of Grenoble-Alpes, France), A Book, a Flower, a 

Grave, and Others: Signs of Same-Sex Unions in the Late 18th-Century Russia; Hanna 
Filipova (U of Gothenburg, Sweden), 'Male Same-Sex Relations and the Court of Peter 
I. Turning Muscovite': Research, Book, Actualization, Nick Mayhew (U of Glasgow, 
UK), Queer Orthodox History in Russian LGBTQ+ Activism 

Discussant: Jacob Bell (Texas Tech U) 
 
Friday, October 18, 2024 
Book Discussion: The Routledge Handbook of Byzantine Visual Culture in the 
Danube Regions, 1300-1600, by eds. Maria Alessia Rossi and Alice Isabella 
Sullivan 
10:45am to 12:30pm EDT, Virtual Convention, VR8 
This roundtable discussion focuses on the recently published Routledge Handbook of 
Byzantine Visual Culture in the Danube Regions, 1300–1600 (2024), which aims to 
broaden knowledge about the history, art, and heritage of Eastern Europe relative to 
Byzantium. The interdisciplinary framework of this handbook, covering history, 
literature, art history, architecture, philology, material culture, and theology, offers an in 
depth examination of the visual culture of regions of modern Greece, Croatia, Serbia, 
Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Czechia, among others, in between local traditions, the 
Byzantine heritage, and cultural forms adopted from other models in the medieval and 
early modern periods.  
By gathering five of the authors that contributed to various sections of the volume, we 
aim to spark a discussion about the interconnectedness of this broad geographical area 
too often either studied in parts or neglected altogether, emphasizing its shared history 
and heritage. In addition, we aim to offer a fresh and original approach to the history, 
literature, and art history of the Danube regions. 
The roundtable participants reflect the international nature of the volume, including 
diverse speakers from Romania, Italy, and USA at different scholarly levels, ranging 
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from senior researchers and tenure-track professors to graduate students. The 
discussion will cover the rich material culture of the Danube, from Wallachian and 
Moldavian monumental art, to icon painting and metalwork, and the reach of the 
Danubian lands to Greece and Egypt. 

Chair: Maria Alessia Rossi (Princeton U) 
Participants: Andrei Dumitrescu (Stanford U), Elisabeta Negrau (George 

Oprescu Institute of Art History, Romania), Anita Paolicchi (U of Pisa, Italy), Alice 
Isabella Sullivan (Tufts U). 

 
 

Early Slavic Panels – ASEEES (in person) 

 
Thurdsay, November 21, 2024 
Iconographies: Freedom and Form 
12:00 to 1:45pm EST  4th Floor, Orleans  
Fr. Pavel Florensky’s understanding of the icon as sensual witness to the sacred focuses 
on its adherence to prescribed patterns, materials, and forms. In other words, the 
spiritual is accessed through conformity within the canon. Freedom from these forms, 
Florensky argues in his observation on post-Renaissance religious art in his 1922 
Iconostasis, becomes an expression of “esthetic delusion.” Since then, our 
understanding of iconography has expanded significantly, allowing us to recognize 
icons of various styles and materials, including forms of visual art and literary texts. The 
purpose of this panel is to explore in the broadest sense possible the relationship 
between freedom and form in iconographies. Papers explore how various forms of 
iconography relate to their materials and form in terms of freedom, transcendence, or 
adherence to patterns. Ultimately, the panel seeks to discuss the ontological purpose of 
iconographies that may tolerate or even rely on the tension between incorporating or 
transcending traditional technique, materials, and form. 

Chair: Peter G Winsky (U of Southern California) 
Papers: Justin Willson (Icon Museum and Study Center) Printed Icons in the 

Early Slavic World; Amy Singleton Adams (College of the Holy Cross) Sociology, 
Morality, Theophany: Materials and Meaning in Dostoevsky’s 'The Boy at Christ’s 
Christmas Tree'; Kathleen Scollins (U of Vermont) Blazing City, Cold Black Maw: 
Mapping the Sacred across the (Meta)physical Spaces of 'The Master and Margarita' 

Discussant: Michael Ossorgin (Fordham U) 
 
 
Thursday, November 21, 2024 
Roy R. Robson, 1963-2024: A Scholarly Life  
4:00 to 5:45pm EST 4th Floor, Orleans 
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This roundtable is to serve as a memorial to the scholarship of Prof. Roy R. Robson, 
author of monographs including "Solovki: The Story of Russia through its Most 
Remarkable Islands," "Old Believers in Modern Russia," and the textbook "Think: 
World Religions." As Series Editor on Orthodox Christianity, Roy attracted many 
scholars to publish for Northern Illinois University Press. Speakers will describe various 
aspects of Robson's scholarship, including Old Belief, the Solovki monastery, and the 
iconography of Pimen Sofronov. 

Chair: Laurie Manchester (Arizona State U) 
Roundtable Members: Gregory Lynn Bruess (U of Northern Iowa); Amy 

Farranto (Northern Illinois U Press); Amy Nelson (Virginia Tech); Irina K. Paert (U 
of Tartu, Estonia); Vera Shevzov (Smith College) 
 
 
Friday, November 22, 2024 
Visual Ambiguity in Early Modern Muscovy: Ruler and the Ruled in Context 
10:00 to 11:45am EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
The image of a ruler immediately presumes an iconography that establishes a likeness 
for purposes of identification and authority. Specific details can introduce connotations 
of character, emotion, power, and legitimacy layered onto the basic denotation. The 
contextual setting, spatial or temporal, also plays a role in guiding interpretation towards 
a specific end, although understanding it might very well depend on the acuity of the 
beholder. These same contingencies hold for images of the ruled themselves as well as 
their associated signifiers.  
This panel looks to Early Modern Muscovy to assess visual ambiguity introduced by 
external and internal sources: foreign artists creating novel representations of a 
Muscovite ruler for a European audience; a Muscovite state artist depicting a living tsar 
in an enigmatic, richly inscribed, spiritual setting; and indigenous peoples of the Siberian 
Far North insinuating signs of their visual self-representation into the sovereign’s 
bureaucratic system. 

Chair: Marisa Karyl Franz (New York U) 
Papers: Nancy S. Kollmann (Stanford U), Picturing Sovereignty: Ambiguity in 

European Portraits of Russian Rulers; Michael S. Flier (Harvard U), Drawing 
Conclusions: Presence and Absence in Ushakov’s Tree; Valerie Ann Kivelson (U of 
Michigan), Pictures from the Arctic: The Colonized Draw Back 

Discussant: Daniel B. Rowland (U of Kentucky) 
 
 
Friday, November 22, 2024 
Education as a Form of Liberty in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and 
Ukrainian Hetmanate, 16th-18th Centuries 
1:30 to 3:15pm EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
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In a separate article, the Lithuanian Statute established the right of "every man of 
knighthood and any class" to travel abroad "for sciences." This freedom of movement 
was also upheld in the Hetmanate. People from Ukraine frequently pursued studies in 
the West, including at the prominent universities of Europe, collegiums, and Latin 
schools. Given that Europe was predominantly Catholic and Protestant, this 
demonstrated a remarkable degree of religious tolerance within Ukrainian society. 
Not only the children of Ukrainian gentry and affluent individuals but also those of 
burghers and priests were sent on such educational journeys. This laid the groundwork 
for the emergence of a brilliant group of European-educated individuals and future 
educators of the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy. The European standard of education and 
enlightenment in Ukraine gave rise to an exceptional educational institution with no 
equivalents in Europe. Education provided career opportunities not only for the 
privileged but also for the less affluent, as exemplified by Pylyp Orlyk. 
The Ukrainian lands of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the Ukrainian 
Hetmanate were important region for the exchange of ideas and knowledge from 
Western Europe in the fields of historiography, philosophy, rhetoric etc., giving rise to 
new forms and interpretations. Educational practices played an exceptionally significant 
role in this process. Consequently, a distinctive political and cultural entity emerged in 
this region, primarily rooted in the traditions of liberty and pluralism. This found 
expression in texts, religious practices, and the state system, shaping the characteristics 
of the construction of the proto/national identity. 

Chair: Maria Grazia Bartolini (U of Milan, Italy) 
Papers: Svitlana Potapenko (Institute of Ukrainian Archeography and Source 

Studies, NASU, Ukraine), Rereading? Rethinking? Revising?: On the Literary Works of 
Teofan Prokopovych Published in Wroclaw in the 1740s; Tatiana Tairova (Harvard 
U), Education in Europe as the Background of Mazepa’s Identity; Andrii Bovgyria 
(Institute of History, NASU, Ukraine), Military Chancellerists and the Transfer of 
Knowledge in 17th-18th-Century Hetmanate 

Discussant: Volodymyr Sklokin (Ukrainian Catholic U, Ukraine) 
 
 
Friday, November 22, 2024 
Empire, Autocracy, and Subjecthood in the 18th Century 
3:30 to 5:15pm EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
The three papers presented in this panel collectively address the themes of Empire, 
Autocracy, and Subjecthood within the context of the 18th Century Russian Empire. 
Each paper delves into the intricate dynamics of power, governance, and individual 
experience that characterized this period, offering insights into the mechanisms of 
imperial rule, the autocratic nature of governance, and the lived experiences of subjects 
under such a regime. One paper examines the impact of 18th-century Russian imperial 
pardons from the death penalty on subjects' emotions and views of autocracy, 
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emphasizing the tsar's strategy to mold a specific emotional and political climate. It 
explores the tsar's exclusive mercy right, linked with autocratic power, the sovereign's 
divine status, and religious beliefs. This act of mercy, framed religiously, highlighted the 
tsar's life-and-death authority, reinforcing their dominance and deliberately shaping the 
populace's emotional and political landscape. A second paper delves in to the life of 
Grigory Vinsky, a Ukrainian nobleman and member of Catherine II's guards’ regiment, 
whose exile to Bashkiria and subsequent autobiography offer unique insights into 
Enlightenment culture and the personal dimensions of living under autocracy. Vinsky's 
experiences and reflections provide a valuable ego-document that enriches our 
understanding of individual subjecthood, the cultural milieu of the Enlightenment, and 
the intricate relationship between autocratic power, mercy, and the emotional lives of 
Imperial subjects. A third paper explores dreams about the monarch found in the 
investigative materials of the Preobrazhensky Prikaz and the Secret Chancellery 

Chair: John Randolph (U of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) 
Papers: Elena Marasinova (U of Münster, Germany), The Action of Pardon in 

18th Century Russia: A Demonstration of Power's Monopoly on Violence and Mercy; 
Ekaterina Maichak (Independent Scholar), Dangerous Dreams in 18th Century 
Russia: Oneiric Inquiries in the Archive of the Secret; Alexander M. Martin (U of 
Notre Dame), A Ukrainian Nobleman’s Odyssey in Catherinian Russia: The 
Autobiography of Grigory (Hrihory) Vinsky 

Discussant: Steven A. Usitalo (Northern State U) 
 
 
Saturday, November 23, 2024 
On the Cusp: Permeable Boundaries between Word and Image in Early Modern 
Poland-Lithuania and Muscovy 
8:00 to 9:45am EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
The panel explores the permeability of the boundaries between textual and visual 
narratives in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and Muscovy. By looking at the 
range of sources from the fifteenth to the seventeenth centuries, we examine how the 
construction of these narratives implied that the construction of meaning was made at 
the intersections between word and image. In other words, we demonstrate that in these 
sources, visualization was perceived not solely through its function as an 
accompaniment or representation but also as a generative tool and a vehicle for creating 
layered meaning(s) within a text. 

Chair: Valerie Ann Kivelson (U of Michigan) 
Papers: Ines Garcia de la Puente (Boston U), History and Illumination in the 

Radziwill Chronicle; Cornelia Soldat (U of Cologne, Germany), Making Sense: Ring 
Construction in the Descriptions of Muscovy by Albert Schlichting and Alessandro 
Guagnini; Maria Ivanova (McGill U, Canada), Blurring the Lines: A Printer’s Mark 
between Word and Image in Seventeenth-Century Rus´ 
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Discussant: Michael S. Flier (Harvard U) 
 
 
Saturday, November 23, 2024 
Exploring Images and Perceptions of Rulers and Religious Ideals in Muscovy 
10:00 to 11:45am EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
This panel will offer new insights on conceptions of rule and belief in Muscovy by 
examining ideal representations of tsars and religion and their opposites in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. Maria Salomon Arel’s paper will explore Protestant 
perceptions of Russia’s potential role in advancing the anti-Catholic agenda in the 
1620s-30s, both militarily and ideologically, by envisaging Muscovy in Protestant 
utopian terms. Kain Kevin’s paper will consider the conception and reception Boris 
Godunov’s efforts to construct a replica of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in the 
Moscow Kremlin within the broader Muscovite notion of Moscow as New Jerusalem. 
Charles Halperin’s paper will address Ivan IV’s images in Muscovy, beginning during 
his lifetime through the end of the seventeenth century, problematizing representations 
of the tsar as a muchitel’ or tormentor. 

Chair: Cornelia Soldat (U of Cologne, Germany) 
Papers: Maria Salomon Arel (Marianopolis College, Canada), On the Fringes, 

but Not: Protestant Perceptions of Muscovy in the Thirty Years’ War Era…the English 
View; Kevin Michael Kain (U of Wisconsin-Green Bay), The Conception and 
Reception Boris Godunov’s Image of a New Jerusalem in Moscow; Charles J. 
Halperin (Independent Scholar), Not a Muchitel’?: Ivan the Terrible’s Image in 
Muscovy 

Discussant: Daniel B. Rowland (U of Kentucky) 
 
 
Saturday, November 23, 2024 
Seeing Imperial Borderlands through Petrine Maps 
12:00 to 1:45pm EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
This panel addresses Russia’s imperial expansion along its southern periphery through 
the prism of maps produced in the late seventeenth/early eighteenth centuries. The 
maps analyzed here invite a variety of questions related to Russian Empire in the south. 
Some of the questions we ask include: How do these maps reflect imperial expansion 
and/or empire building? What kinds of knowledge and networks contributed to the 
creation of these maps and what might this tell us about Russian empire under Peter I? 
How if at all does the history of these specific maps (of the Don River/Sea of Azov; 
Caspian Sea; Lake Teletskoe, upper Irtysh region) prompt reconsideration of Peter’s I’s 
Asia policy? Does close analysis of these maps contribute to liberation from 
historiographical tropes, reinforce well-established lines of understanding, or point us 
in altogether different directions? 
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Chair: Scott C. Levi (Ohio State U) 
Papers: Michel Abesser (U of Freiburg, Germany), Measuring or Imagining a 

Window to the South?: Imperial Map Making Practices and the Sea of Azov; Erika L. 
Monahan (U of New Mexico), Remezov’s Maps at Empire’s Edge; Aleksandr Lavrov 
(U Paris-Sorbonne- Paris 4, France), The Caspian Sea on the Maps of Bekovich-
Cherkassky and Kozhin 

Discussant: Colum Leckey (Piedmont Virginia Community College), Ulfat 
Abdurasulov (Austrian Academy of Sciences, Austria) 
 
 
Saturday, November 23, 2024 
Fear and Angst in Early Modern East Central Europe  
2:00 to 3:45pm EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
It is a conspicuous and also disturbing reality that Eastern European studies in North 
America is constantly filled with a staunch sense of presentism and a strong attachment 
to political memory. Meanwhile, Slavic national history writing, even until today, often 
carries a lachrymose tone haunted by a lingering romanticism. Given these facts, can 
we recount premodern Slavic experiences in their own rights without any modern or 
modernist disturbance? Can we study feelings and passions without falling victim to the 
nationalist sentimentality? Therefore, the goal of this panel is to plot out new ways to 
(re)write fear and angst in the Slavic (far) past that is liberated from the tragic and 
pathetic tropes commonly present in the teleological historiography of Eastern Europe. 
Drawing on recent methodology and discourse of affect and emotionality, we are eager 
to build original dialogues between early modern Eastern European history and history 
of emotions, along with cultural history, religious history, ecological history, utopian 
history, and historical theory. In specific, the four papers in this panel are going to 
grapple with various “negative” emotional moments of early modern Czechia, Poland, 
and Ukraine - from utopian anxiety and royal angst to the lamentation of loss and the 
spectacle of the passion - and offer case studies of how to define Slavic sensibility in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Composed of historians, art historians, and 
literary critics, this panel also hopes to promote visibility and interdisciplinarity of the 
long-marginalized field of premodern east-central Europe at ASEEES and beyond. 
 Chair: Barbara Skinner (Indiana State University) 
 Papers: Václav Zheng (Johns Hopkins University), “Poland is Falling: Stanisław 
Orzechowski and his Utopian Anxiety.”; Phillip Haberkern (Boston University), 
“Trauma, Loss, and Lamentation in the Writings of Jan Amos Comenius.” Tomasz 
Grusiecki (Boise State University), “Royal Angst: The Last Aurochs Habitat and its 
Artistic Reanimations.” Maria Grazia Bartolini (University of Milan), “‘Teach us how 
to Weep’: The Spectacle of the Passion in Early Modern Ukraine.”  

Discussant: Frank Sysyn (University of Alberta) 
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Saturday, November 23, 2024 
Seventeenth-Century East Slavic Intellectual and Political Thought: Three Case 
Studies 
4:00 to 5:45pm EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
Traditionally, seventeenth-century East Slavic intellectual and political thought has been 
studied through the prism of its contemporary European counterpart. As a result, some 
of the unique characteristics of Ukrainian and Muscovite political philosophy have been 
overlooked. This panel starts by asking the following questions. What do we understand 
to be intellectual and political thought in seventeenth-century East Slavic territory? 
What have been its defining characteristics? To what extent does recent research have 
an impact on our understanding of those characteristics and perhaps introduced new 
ones? This panel seeks to answer those questions at least in part by focusing on three 
specific case studies: the clerics of the Mohyla Academy, Semën Shakhovskoi, and 
Pseudo-Kurbskii, spanning the length of the seventeenth century and encompassing 
the broader East Slavic spaces. The panel will suggest a way Ukrainian and Muscovite 
intellectual life can be investigated on its own terms, rather than in reference to Western 
antecedents or parallels. 

Chair: Erika L. Monahan (U of New Mexico) 
Papers: Brian James Boeck (DePaul U), Ivan IV as Middle Byzantine Monarch?: 

The Peculiarities of the Khronograf of 1617 and Its Imitators; Donald Ostrowski 
(Harvard U), Learned Monks and Wandering Scholars in Muscovy in the Second Half 
of the Seventeenth Century; Russell Edward Martin (Westminster College), Man of 
God, Man of Words: Semën Shakhovskoi as an Author of Liturgical Texts 

Discussant: Nancy S. Kollmann (Stanford U) 
 
 
Sunday, November 24, 2024 
Three Studies of Russian Foreign Policy in the Early Modern Era  
8:00 to 9:45am EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
This panel seeks to highlight the complicated nature of the foreign policy conducted by 
the expanding Russian state during the early modern era. Bringing together three papers 
focusing on different centuries and distinct foreign interlocutors, it provides an 
opportunity to examine comparatively the issues faced and methods employed by the 
tsars in their diplomatic efforts. Paul Bushkovitch offers insight into the intimate and 
treasonous nature of foreign relations between Moscow and Poland-Lithuania in the 
sixteenth century. Josh Hodil investigates Tsar Aleksei’s desired Danish alliance during 
his attempt to wrest control of the eastern Baltic away from Sweden in the 1650s. 
Finally, Kevin Gledhill demonstrates how Russian diplomatic and commercial ties 
undermined the authority of the Qajars in the Caspian region of Gilan in the eighteenth 
century. Altogether, these studies illustrate two strands in the consideration of early 
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modern Russian foreign relations. First, key geopolitical issues frequently persisted 
across vast periods of time and second Moscow proved quite adaptable in pursuing its 
goals abroad. 

Chair: Earl Joshua Hodil (Pomona College) 
Papers: Paul Alexander Bushkovitch (Yale U), Russia and Poland-Lithuania in 

the Sixteenth Century: Aristocracy and Treason in the Cases of Glinskii and Kurbskii; 
Earl Joshua Hodil (Pomona College), Vengeance for Stolbovo: Tsar Aleksei’s Quest 
for an Anti-Swedish Alliance with Denmark in the 1650s; Kevin Gledhill (Sacred Heart 
U), A Caspian State: Hedayat-Allah Khan and the Russian Presence in Gilan, 1759-1786 

Discussant: Charles J. Halperin (Independent Scholar) 
 
 
Sunday, November 24, 2024 
Whither Intellectual History?: Endre Sashalmi, Russian Notions of Power and 
State in a European Perspective, 1462-1725 
10:00 to 11:45am EST 3rd Floor, Clarendon 
This roundtable will discuss the controversial monograph by Endre Sashalmi. It 
sweepingly assesses, drawing upon late Medieval and Early Modern European 
thinkers—who fielded their own cultural and political constructs—the Muscovite and 
Petrine realms which had their own supportive vocabulary. The author uses 
contemporaneous European theoretical, political treatises; discourses by figures such as 
Iosif Volotskii, Georgii Kotoshikhin, Simeon Polotskii, and Feofan Prokopovich; and 
later Russian historiographical works and Richard Pipes as a foil to field his own 
interpretations. Sashalmi does so, inter alia, in order to lengthily parse—even 
deconstruct—a raft of terms such as gosudarstvo, samoderzhets, grazhdanstvo, vlast' 
derzhavnaia. The author’s comparative sweep, forays into historical linguistics, literary 
deconstruction, bold, methodological jaunts, inclusion of American specialists’ 
scholarship, and strong opinions make for an eye-catching study in Muscovite and early 
Imperial Russian history. Our panel will energetically unpack this ambitious and 
provocative work, and it comports well with the 2024 Conference theme of liberation. 
The state and the individual remain an enduring preoccupation of Russian specialists, 
and our panel with its targeted monograph handily encompasses this theme. Since we 
wish to discuss a particular book, roundtable format is superior to a panel. 

Chair: Eve Levin (U of Kansas) 
Roundtable Members: Carol (Kira) Belkin Stevens (Colgate U); Russell Edward 

Martin (Westminster College); David Goldfrank (Georgetown U); Lawrence 
Nathan Langer (U of Connecticut); Donald Ostrowski (Harvard U) 
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Renew Your Membership 

 

To be a member of ESSA or to renew your membership, please sign up for an annual 
dues subscription, with PayPal, on the ESSA website: 
https://earlyslavicstudies.org/membership. Membership dues are $35, or $10 for 
retirees and graduate students. Members receive the ESSA Newsletter by email and may 
participate in the ESSA’s Annual Meeting at the convention of the Association for 
Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES). 

Dues may also be paid via check on a US bank. Please make the check payable to the 
Early Slavic Studies Association. For the address for payment by check, please contact 
Justin Willson at justin.willson@gmail.com. 
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