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From the President 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Is it possible to get new perspectives for Russian and/or Early Slavic Studies after more 
than a year of war in Ukraine? After what we read about war atrocities and destruction 
in Ukraine and about what the Russian government does to support it? 

Our colleague Elena Marasinova gave an interview to a German website about her 
feelings when the war began and what her working perspectives are. She is very 
conscious that the Russian support for the war in Ukraine came from various reasons: 

“We are not periphery because we would be bad. It has turned out that way, that is the 
objective course of our history with all the resulting consequences. It is very important 
for us to be integrated into this civilization. But we have destroyed what we were proud 
of and what was recognized in the whole world. And it is very painful for me that many 
people support that. In my opinion, this is the syndrome of a humiliated consciousness. 

One should study this very thoroughly, because there is a great danger in it. You have 
to look at the curricula vitae, interview people, make statistics, which people support 
the war. My observation is that they are people who have had something go wrong in 
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their lives. It is a kind of compensation. They are not necessarily people who care about 
the memory of Stalin and the lost socialism, they just carry this element of humiliation.” 

But she also says a true word about her working situation: “It seemed absurd to me to 
leaf through some documents from the 18th century and study them. And since then I 
feel that I see our history and Russian literature, which I also teach, from a completely 
different angle. The perspective has changed, the accents have completely shifted.” 
(https://www.karenina.de/flucht-und-exil/meine-identitaet-ist-zerstoert/ Accessed, 
May 9th, 2023. Please note that the website is shutting down, soon.) 

In Germany, history students are told that every historical question shall derive from a 
contemporary situation. With Elena Marasinova I think this is the challenge for our 
topic. Finding the reasons for the contemporary war and people’s reactions in history. 
It gives us new perspectives, as Elena says. 

The current newsletter shows how far we are on this road of new questions, new topics, 
and new publications. Have a look at what people have been doing and get inspired by 
their work for your work. 

Yours sincerely, 
Cornelia Soldat 

President 
 

 

Spotlight 

 

Of diplomacy, espionage, and gifts. 
The Report of Aleksej Savvich Romanchukov, a Russian Parallel Source to the 

"New Oriental Journey" of Adam Olearius 

Ludwig Steindorff, Christian-Albrechts Universität zu Kiel 

 

At a conference in 2015, the former director of the Schleswig-Holstein State Archives 
Reimer Witt (deceased in 2018), drew my attention to the following information: He 
had been told by the director of the RGADA in 1995, that the journey of the Gottorf 
legation in 1636-38 from Moscow to Isfahan and back had been closely observed on 
the Russian side, and that the resulting reports are preserved in the RGADA. 
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Olga Kosheleva, with whom I contacted on the matter, was soon able to ascertain that 
the director had to Witt obviously talked about the statejnyj spisok of Aleksei Savvich 
Romanchukov.  

Romanchukov himself is mentioned in numerous places in the travelogue of Adam 
Olearius, the secretary of the delegation. Russian sources allow further statements about 
his life. However, his not completely preserved diary-like report of 125 pages (stolbtsy) 
was so far published only in small excerpts and has hardly been received in research. 

Thus, the idea arose to prepare this report for a commented publication in Russian and 
at a later stage for a translation in German as well.   

Meanwhile Olga Kosheleva transcribed the whole manuscript under a grant from the 
German Historical Institute Moscow, and I prepared a German-language summary 
including a register of all overlapping reports by Romanchukov and Olearius about the 
same events. The preserved parts of the stateinyi spisok cover the period from 11 June 
1637 until 22 February 1638, i. e. parts of the stay of Romanchukov at Isfahan and of 
the first weeks on his way together with the legation. 

Romanchukov pursues his main mission of bringing a Russian merchant suspected of 
embezzlement back to Moscow. He observes the acting of the Gottorf legation – while 
at the same time establishing friendly relations with some people from the legation - 
and collects information for the tsar about Persia's relations with its other neighboring 
states, especially with the Ottoman Empire.  

The report can be included in approaches to research on the history of entanglements, 
both on the level of events and of the communication among actors and on the level 
of the perception of alterity. The report provides rich insights into forms of symbolic 
communication, into the meaning of gifts that today would be classified as bribes, and 
into the relations between the religious communities present in Isfahan. It offers a 
wealth of information on the conditions of travel at that time as well as on material 
culture.  

The addressees of our project are not only specialists in the history of the Muscovite 
Empire, but also Iranologists and all those who deal with early modern travelogues. 

 

 

 



4 
 

Chronicle of Publications 

 

Maria Grazia Bartolini (Università degli Studi di Milano) published: “‘I am my 
beloved and my beloved is mine’: The Song of Songs, the language of affect, and bridal 
self-imaging in early modern Ruthenia,” The Slavic and East European Journal, vol. 66, no. 
3 (2022): 428-448; “’Thy name is as ointment put forth’. The image of Saint Vladimir 
Sviatoslavich in late seventeenth-century Ukraine,” Kritika. Explorations in Russian and 
Eurasian History, vol. 23, no. 4 (2022): 703-741; “Writing for the Eyes: Preaching and 
Visual Imagery in Seventeenth-Century Kyiv,” Zeitschrift für Slawistik, vol. 67, no. 4 
(2022): 135-164; and “‘I gave my consent to marry Christ’. Dymytrii Tuptalo’s Life of 
Saint Agnes, the Song of Songs, and bridal mysticism in early modern Ukraine,” The 
Modern Language Review, vol. 117, no. 2 (2022): 456-471. 

Sergei Bogatyrev (SSEES, University College London) published the chapter “Sofiia 
Vitovtovna’s Dance: The Wedding of Vasilii II in Russian Cultural Memory,” in Susana 
Torres Prieto and Andrei Franklin, eds., Medieval Rus’ and Early Modern Russia: Texts and 
Contexts. Essays in Honour of Simon C. Franklin (Abingdon: Routledge, 2023), 207-228. 

Charles J. Halperin (Indiana University) has published: “The Family Business: 
Relatives and Property in Muscovy during the Reign of Ivan IV,” Canadian-American 
Slavic Studies, vol. 57, nos. 1-2 (2023): 92-118. 

Ágnes Kriza published Depicting Orthodoxy in the Russian Middle Ages: The Novgorod Icon of 
Sophia, the Divine Wisdom, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022), in the series Oxford 
Studies in Byzantium.  

• An interdisciplinary study of the enigmatic and contested allegorical iconography 
of Sophia, the Divine Wisdom  

• Challenges assumptions about the development of Russian art  
• Engages with previously unexamined texts, including works of Orthodox anti-

Latin literature; 
And Enigma in Rus and Medieval Slavic Cultures, ed. Ágnes Kriza in collaboration with W. 
F. Ryan (Walter De Gruyter, 2023), a thematic essay volume to investigate the history 
and function of enigma in Orthodox Slavic cultures with a special focus on the cultural 
history of Rus and Muscovy. Its seventeen case studies across disciplinary boundaries 
analyze Slavic biblical and patristic translations, liturgical commentaries, occult 
divinatory texts, and dream interpretations. Slavic riddles inscribed on walls and 
compilations of riddles in question-and-answer format are all subjects of this volume. 
Not only written, but also pictorial enigmas are examined, together with their 
relationships to texts suggesting novel methodologies for their deciphering. This 
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kaleidoscopic survey of Enigma in Rus and Medieval Slavic Cultures by an international 
group of scholars demonstrates the historiographical challenges that medieval enigmatic 
thought poses for researchers and offers new approaches to the interpretation of 
medieval sources, both verbal and visual. 

Viacheslav Lytvynenko (Charles University) published Zinoviy Otenskiy and the 
Trinitarian Controversy in Sixteenth-Century Russia: Introduction, Texts, and Translation. Studies 
in Medieval and Reformation Traditions 239, Texts & Sources 13 (Leiden: Brill, 
2023) (co-authored with M.V. Shpakovskiy) and “Unlocking Two Marginalia in Old 
Permic Script in the Fifteenth-Century Slavonic Manuscript (RGB, Volok. 437) with 
Athanasius’ Orations Against the Arians,” Byzantinoslavica LXXX 1-2 (2022): 146-162 (co-
authored with A.I. Grischenko). 

Russell E. Martin (Westminster College) published (With Sergei Iu. Shokarev), “Enrich 
and enlighten them all the more by the precision of your speech”: A Collection of Articles in Honour 
of Boris N. Morozov, in Canadian-American Slavic Studies, Part 1: vol. 56, no. 4 (2022); Part 
2: vol. 57, no. 1 (2023). In it, Russell E. Martin and Sergei Shokarev wrote:  “Boris 
Nikolaevich Morozov: A ‘Letter’ to an Esteemed Colleague,” Canadian-American Slavic 
Studies 56, no. 4 (2022): 399–407; and “A Brief (Re)Introduction,” Canadian-American 
Slavic Studies 57, nos. 1-2 (2023): 1–2. Also in this collection was my own 
contribution: “‘The Prayers of the Sinful Semën Shakhovskoi’: the Religious World of 
Russia’s First Intelligent,” pp. 498–522.  Also appearing presently is: “Source Publication 
and Genealogical Research in Rossiiskaia genealogiia. Nauchnyi al’manakh: A Reflection and 
a Review,” Russian History 49, nos. 2-4 (2022): 377–91. 

Iulia Nițescu (University of Bucharest) published “Identity, Secrecy, and War: the 
Letters of Ivan III of Moscow to his Daughter, Elena of Lithuania” in New Europe College 
Yearbook, (Bucharest, 2022), 203-228, available in Open Access https://nec.ro/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/IULIA-NITESCU.pdf  

Cornelia Soldat (University of Cologne) published “Ivan Groznyi’s Sinodik opal’nykh 
Reconsidered,” Canadian-American Slavic Studies, vol. 57, nos. 1-2, (2023): 169–189; 
“Opis «Moskoviï abo Biloï Rusi» Richarda Chenslera iak literaturna konstruktsiia,” 
Ruthenica XVII (2022): 70-85. 

Ludwig Steindorff (Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, Germany) published: 
„Die Klöster in Kroatien“ in Handbuch der benediktinischen Ordensgeschichte. Bd. 1: Von den 
Anfängen bis ins 14. Jahrhundert, ed. Marcel Albert (Sankt Ottilien: EOS 2022), 508-515 
[in cooperation with Slavko Kovačić, Split, Croatia]; „Handbuch zur Geschichte 
Südosteuropas. Ein erster fachlicher Überblick“, Südost-Forschungen 80 (2021), 341-351 
[refers to the volumes which cover Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern History]; 
„Unions as a Structural Element: Preconditions, Intentions and Realisations,“ in Unions 
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and Divisions. New Forms of Rule in Medieval and Renaissance Europe, ed. Paul Srodecki, 
Norbert Kersken, Rimvydas Petrauskas (London – New York: Routledge 2023), 33-39. 

Moshe Taube (Prof. Emeritus, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem) published 
“Rendering euphemistic ךרב  ‘bless’ in the Translation of Job in the Vilnius Florilegium 
262”. Sbornik v chest’ na Svetlina Nikolova (Special issue of PalaeoBulgarica), 2022: 59-68; 
and The Cultural Legacy of the pre-ashkenazic Jewry of Eastern Europe. (Berkeley: University 
of California Press. 2023). 

Cynthia M. Vakareliyska (Prof. Emerita, University of Oregon) published “The 
Church Slavonic Karpino Gospel menology and seven close Greek relatives. Part I: 
Descriptions and Transcriptions.” Byzantinoslavica 80, 1–2 (2022): 196–279. 

Justin Willson (Cleveland Museum of Art / Case Western Reserve University) received 
a book contract in April 2023 for his multi-year edited project The Visual Culture of Late 
Byzantium and the Early Modern Orthodox World (c.1350-1669). (Cambridge University 
Press, Forthcoming). This volume will present new editions and translations of primary 
sources spanning the Orthodox world, from Ethiopia in the South to Novgorod in the 
North, from Tabriz in the East to Venice in the West. The project will draw on 
collaborators from more than a dozen countries, situating the study of early modern 
Orthodox visual culture in a global framework.  
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Justin’s article “On the Aesthetic of Diagrams in Byzantine Art,” Speculum 98, no. 3 
(2023, forthcoming) analyzes little-known drawings in late Byzantine manuscripts, 
showing how they nuance our understanding of the formal design of icons.   

Justin Willson and Ashley Morse (Harvard University) published a co-authored study 
“Transferring Jerusalem to Moscow: Maksim Grek's Letter and Its Afterlife,” Russian 
Review 82, no. 2 (2023): 1-15. 

 

Res gestae 

 

Nick Mayhew has a new, permanent role as Lecturer in Russian at the University of 
Glasgow. 

Cornelia Soldat (University of Cologne) gave a paper on “The Instrumentalization of 
Antique Rhetorical Invectives in a Pamphlet Discourse of the 16th century: 
Historiographical Criticism of the Discourse on Tyrants in the German Opričnina 
Pamphlets about Ivan the Terrible,” at the conference New Research on Pre-modern  
Russia, Münster, March, 17-18, 2023. 

Ludwig Steindorff (Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, Germany) participated in 
the conference “New Research on the Pre-Modern Tsarist Empire”, held at Münster, 
Germany, on 17-18 March, 2023. The conference, in which participated colleagues 
from Germany and Russian colleagues who are at present in Germany, was organized 
by Ricarda Vulpius, the new head of the Department of East European History at the 
University of Münster. Ludwig Steindorff presented a paper „Von Diplomatie, 
Spionage und Geschenken – Der Bericht des Aleksej Savvič Romančukov. Eine 
russische Parallelquelle zur„Moscowitischen und Persischen Reise“ des Adam 
Olearius“ [About Diplomacy, Espionage, and Gifts – the Report by Aleksei Savvich 
Romanchukov. A Russian Parallel Source to the Travelogue of Adam Olearius]. The 
paper was devoted to a project in progress, which Ludwig Steindorff started together 
with Olga Kosheleva (Moscow) and which is supported by the German Historical 
Institute at Moscow. So far, Olga Kosheleva transcribed the complete manuscript of 
Romanchukov’s stateinyi spisok, and Ludwig Steindorff prepared a summary of the text 
in German. The report by Romanchukov is of interest to specialists in history and 
culture of Safavid Persia, it serves for studies of cultural encounters. It enriches our 
knowledge about the embassy of Duke Frederick III to Moscow and Isfahan in 1636-
1639, as described in the travelogue by Adam Olearius.  
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Justin Willson started a 2 year postdoc as Mellon Fellow in Art History Leadership at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art / Case Western Reserve University in September 2022. 
In his post, Justin is conducting research in medieval art and organizing visiting 
fellowships for scholars and curators. This next fall (2023) he will be teaching a graduate 
class, "Forms of Experience in Early East Slavic Art," through the Joint Program in Art 
History. 

 

Announcements 

 

Viacheslav Lytvynenko (Charles University) is looking for contributors for a project 
called “Cyrillic Manuscripts: From Medieval to Digital” to be published by Peter Lang 
(in the series “South-East European History”). The full description is available here: 
https://www.balkan-history.com/cyrillic-
manuscripts/?fbclid=IwAR3gmL7iYh6fA4xfi41H2H2VDsW_R5DOujYSJ3g6zccO8
xsQOg2xCwUqJmk The deadlines for the proposals and papers are included in the link, 
but deadline extensions can be discusses on an individual basis. 

Vadym Aristov (Kyivan Institute of History of Ukraine) invites contributors to submit 
texts (articles, notes, reviews or book summaries) to the next 18th volume (which, as 
planned, will be completely in English) to Ruthenica, edited in Kyiv: 
http://resource.history.org.ua/ejournal/EJ0000005. If you are interested, contact 
Vadym Aristov personally: aristov3000@ukr.net. 
 

Renew Your Membership 

 

To be a member of ESSA or to renew your membership, please sign up for an annual 
dues subscription, with PayPal, on the ESSA website: 
https://earlyslavicstudies.org/membership. Membership dues are $20, or $10 for 
retirees and graduate students. Members receive the ESSA Newsletter by email and may 
participate in the ESSA’s Annual Meeting at the convention of the Association for 
Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES). 

Dues may also be paid via check on a US bank. Please make the check payable to the 
Early Slavic Studies Association. For the address for payment by check, please contact 
Justin Willson at justin.willson@gmail.com. 
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