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A Message from the ESSA President

As I prepare to step down from the presidency, I note with pleasure the flourishing state of our field.
Item: the first SSRC-sponsored Workshop on Slavic Culture, convened in the summer of 1990,
produced a set of papers now scheduled for publication by the University of California Press. Item: The
Seventh International Conference on Kievan and Muscovite Russia was held in Berlin in September
1993, with nine of the twenty three participants from the U.S. The proceedings, like those of the
previous six conferences, are to be published in Forschungen zur osteuropdischen Geschichte . Item: the
NEH has approved funding for a conference on Cultural Identities in Muscovite Russia, to be held in
1994. More on this last item below. Needless to say, these items are very far from exhausting the
productive scholarship ongoing in our area.

-Sam Baron-

ESSA Sponsored Panel in Honolulu

As an affiliated organization of the AAASS, we are entitled to sponsor one session at each annual
meeting. This year's session will be devoted to Recent German Historiography on the Muscovite Era.
The speakers are: Hans-Joachim Torke (Free University of Berlin): Political and Social History;
Ludwig Steindorf (Miinster): Church and Culture; and Edgar Hosch, (Munich): Nationalities and

Foreign Policy. Robert Crummey will comment on the papers. This session is slated for Monday,
November 22, 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Business Meeting and Panel Discussion

Our business meeting will take place on Saturday, November 20, from 10:15 to 12:15. In addition to
discussion of old and new business, new officers will be elected. We will have a report on recent
acquisitions and future plans of the Hilandar Collection of Early Slavic Manuscripts at Ohio State
University by its director, Predrag Mateji¢. Michael Flier (Harvard) will chair a panel at which three
participants in the recent workshop at Stanford will present abbreviated versions of their papers: Samuel
Baron (North Carolina), "Technology Transfer to Seventeeth-Century Russia in Comparative-Historical
Perspective;" Eve Levin (Ohio State), "Popular Prayers as a Source for Religious Menzalité;" David Frick
(UC Berkeley), "Microhistory and the Study of Elites in Early Modern Rus and Muscovy."

ESSA Dinner in Honolulu

The by-now-annual Early Slavic Social Supper is scheduled for November 20, the Saturday
evening of the Honolulu AAASS Convention, at 7:30 p-m. in the Tahitian Lanai Restaurant
locatedat 1811 Ala Moana Boulevard in Waikiki, quite near the convention hotel. Exit the Hilton
Hawaian Village Hotel mauka (towards the mountains), turn left at Kalia Road (the first intersection),
and then left at the next intersection, Ala Moana. The restaurant is makai (on the ocean side) of the
Waikikian Hotel, between the Hilton Hawaian and the Ilikai Hotels. Complete dinners from a varied
menu featuring seafood start at $17, and the food comes highly rated by several Honolulu kamaainas.
Komo mai, Nou ka hale!
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Conference on Cultural Identities at UCLA

A conference entitled "Cultural Identity in a Multicultural State: Muscovy. 1359-1584," funded by
the NEH and the SSRC, will be held at the University of California, Los Angeles. from March 9-13,
1994. The focus will be on the lives and influence of heterogeneous and culturally diverse populations
during the formative stages of the Muscovite State: minor princes, provincial landowners, craftsmen,
cossacks, peoples of the Middle Volga. Tatars, bandits, witches and traitors. Participants will address
such questions as: What gave the social groups and institutions their identity before the consolidation of a
centralized state? What made them capable of resisting assimilation or susceptible to absorption? To
what extent did the diverse groups who became citizens of Muscovy change local institutions, ideology
and culture? Some funding has been set aside for advanced doctoral candidates and recent Ph. D.'s. The
conference is open to the public. Information available from John Hendra, c/o Center for Medieval and
Renaissance Studies, UCLA, 405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles CA 90024. Telephone: (310) 825-1880
Fax: (310) 825-0655.

British Medievalists Meet
The last meeting of the Slavonic and East European Medieval Studies Group took place on Saturday,
March 27, 1993 at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. Papers were read by the chairman, Lindsey Hughes, on
the two weddings of Peter the Great, and by two visigng speakers, Jaako Lehtovirta of Turku on Ivan IV
and Professor Ihor Sev&enko of Harvard on Evfimij Cudovskij. The next meeting of the group will be on
Saturday, November 6, 1993 at SSEES. For information on the SEEMSG, contact Dr. C. M.
MacRobert, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, OX2 6QA, England.

IREX Programs Available

IREX has requested that we alert our membership to several upcoming deadlines for research and
collaborative opportunities in Central and Eastern Europe, Eurasia and Mongolia.

Deadline of November 1, 1993:

*Individual Advanced Research Opportunities in the Baltic States, Central and Eastern Europe,
Mongolia, and Newly Independent States

*On-site Language Training in the Baltic States, Central and Eastern Europe, and Newly Independent
States

;Research Residencies in the Baltic States, Southeastern Europe, Newly Independent States, and
lovakia

*Bulgarian Studies Seminar in Bulgaria

Deadline of January 15, 1994:

*Special projects in Library and Information Science with Central and Eastern Europe and Eurasia
Deadline of January 30, 1994:

*Summer Language for Language Instructors in Russia and Ukraine

Deadline of February 1, 1994 and June 1, 1994:

*Short-term Travel Grants in the Baltic States, Central and Eastern Europe, Newly Independent States,
and Mongolia



Deadline of March 1, 1994:
*Special Projects in Central and Eastern Europe and Eurasia

For additonal information, copies of the IREX Grant Opportunities for US Scholars, 1994-95, or
application forms, please contact IREX, 1616 H Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20006 Telephone:
(202) 628-8188 Fax: (202) 628-8189

The Labyrinth

The developers of the Labyrinth, an electronic information network for medieval studies, are seeking
advice and input from medieval Slavic specialists on how to integrate computerized resources in medieval
studies through an Internet server at Georgetown University. One log-in site with easy-to-use menus and
hypertext links will provide automatic connections to databases, services, and electronic texts on other
servers around the world. In addition, the Labyrinth will include a full range of new resources: an
electronic library, on-line forum, directories, and an archive of pedagogical tools. Contact the co-
directors of the project, Deborah Everhart and Martin Irvine: e-mail:labyrinth@guavx.georgetown.edu
surface mail: Dept. of English, 306 New North Building, Georgetown University, Washington, DC
20057.

ESSA Session at the 1994 AAASS National Convention

Persons who have ideas for an Early Slavic Studies Association session at the 1994 AAASS meeting
in Philadelphia, PA, should submit the full slate (chair, presenters, discussants) to Sam Baron,
Department of History, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27599-3195, or Gail Lenhoff,
Department of Slavic Languages, University of California, Los Angeles, CA 90024. The officers of
ESSA will select and submit to the Program Committee the proposal that appears to be most interesting.

St. Petersburg Society for Byzantine and Slavic Studies

May of this year marked the founding of the St. Petersburg Society for Byzantine and Slavic Studies
(ul. InZenernaja 4, St. Petersburg, 19011), an organization dedicated to the interdisciplinary study of the
Byzantine element in Russian culture. The president is Constantine Akentiev, the general secretary,
Dmitry Dmitriev. The Society plans to fulfill its mission by colloquia, lecture series and, particularly,
publishing. The first volume in its Byzantinorussica series is now in press (Bulanin, St. Petersburg and
Bohlau, Leipzig): Liturgy, Architecture, and Art in the Byzantine World: A Liturgical Approach to the
Art and Culture of Eastern Christendom. Papers of the XVIII International Byzantine Congress and
Other Essays Devoted to the Memory of Fr. John Meyendorff, ed. C. C. Akentiev.

Palaeoslavica

Palaeoslavica, a new periodical devoted to the study of languages, literatures and the spiritual world
of the Slavs from the earliest times to the beginning of the eighteenth century, has begun publication. The
journal is intended to fill the gap that presently exists in Slavic periodical literature due to the virtual
absence of journals specializing in Slavic antiquities in the broad sense of that term. Palaeoslavica will
be a yearly publication and subscriptions will cost $20.00. Volume 1, (1993) has now appeared. For
information contact the editor, Alexander B. Strakhov, Harvard University, Russian Research Center,
Archibald Cary Coolidge Hall, 1737 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 02138.

In Memoriam: Manfred Hellman and Georg von Rauch
Professor H. Neubauer (Heidelberg) has informed us of the sad news that two noted historians with a

deep interest in Early Slavic studies have recently passed away: Professors Manfred Hellman
(Miinster/Munich) and Georg von Rauch (Kiel).



Information Exchange

(1 The most recent Bulletin of the Slavonic and East European Medieval Studies Group contains a
notice submitted by one of their honorary members, Viadimir Vav¥inek, informing the readership that the
Slovansky ustav in Prague, founded in 1928 and suppressed in 1963, has been re-established, and is
once again publishing the journal Byzaptinoslavica. The address for all communications to
Byzantinoslavica is now: Slovansky istav, Rimsk4 14, CS 120 00 Prague 2, Czech Republic. tel. (02)
236 16 08.

(2)  Prof. Francis J. Thomson of the University of Antwerp has asked that we inform our members
that he has been compiling a catalogue of all translations made into Slavonic from the ninth to the early
eighteenth century (there are now thousands of cards!) and that he would be very happy to see what he
has in his kartoteka if anyone would like information on a particular translation. Send inquiries to Prof.
Dr. F. J. Thomson, Universiteit Antwerpen, Rijksuniversitair Centrum, Middelheimlaan 1, b-2020
Antwerpen, Belgium.

3) After a recent research trip to Moscow Professor George Majeska brought back the following
announcement from the State Historical Museum. The museum is still closed for renovation. The
Manuscript Section of the museum is accepting researchers by prior application (two to three weeks in
advance), since no more than three persons may be accomodated at the same time. The section is open
from 10:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. in the summer and from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m in the fall and winter
(since there is no electric lighting for the time being). Also, the museum must refuse all orders for
microfilmed manuscripts, as the photo lab is closed due to the renovations. The museum staff hopes for
a better future, although no one knows when it will come.

(4)  Professor Ellen Schwartz asks whether anyone is working on images of ethnic/religious
minorities in Russian medieval art? She is compiling an edited volume and is looking for such an article.
Inquiries may be addressed to Prof. Ellen C. Schwartz, Art Department, Eastern Michigan University,
Y psilanti, MI 49197.

(5)  Mr. Gregory Myers has just returned from a stay in Sofia, during which he, with his wife and
another colleague, successfully formed the Monumenta Musicae Slavicae in collaboration with Dr.
Axinia Djurova and the Ivan Duj&ev Center of Slavo-Byzantine Studies. Currently nearing completion is
the first of a series of medieval Slavical musical manuscripts, a facsimile edition of the Lavrsky or
Troitsky Kondakar (late twelfth century). The manuscript has been prepared by means of an HP Scan-
Jet Scanner with Pholt-Deluxe Software, and all damaged folia have been restored. The Lavrsky
Kondakar will be issued as Volume IV of the Series produced by the Duj&ev Center and will sell for $125
U.S. (plus postage and handling). Mr. Myers also reports that his colleague and co-worker on this
project, Mr. Venelin Dikov, has designed a set of OCS fonts for the IBM PC compatible (386/486) and
the HP Laser-Jet Printer. For more information contact Gregory Myers, 1115 Symons Crescent,
Qualicum Beach, B.C. Canada V9K 1M8 FAX (604) 752-1856.

\6) A very successful exhlbmon was held in the Laverne Krause Art Gallery, University of Oregon,
in March, 1993. Fedja Soreti¢, Professor of Fine Arts and Architecture at the University of Belgrade,
exhibited his watercolor paintings of Hilandar Monastery. Professor Soretic and his wife currently resnde
in Washington, D.C. Written comments on the exhibition were very positive. Professor Soreti¢ also
gave a slide lecture on the subject "The Architecture of the Holy Mount and some Post-Modern
Tendencies" at the University of Oregon on March 9, 1993. For further information contact Professor A.
Dean Mckenzie, tel. (503) 686-0990.

(7) Al ESSA members may place brief notices in future "Information Exchange" columns by sending
them to David Prestel, Department of Linguistics and Languages, A-613 Wells Hall, Michigan State
University, East Lansing, MI 48824-1027.



Letopis'

Maria Salomon Arel (University of Windsor, Canada), following a second research trip to
Moscow (Nov. - Dec., 1992) sponsored by the Yale Center for International and Area Studies, is
completing her dissertation, "The Muscovy Company in the First Half of the 17th Century - A
Reassessment: Trade and Position in the Russian State." She has also recently been hired by the
University of Windsor (Canada), for the position of Assistant Professor of Russian History in the
Department of History.

Dushan Bednarsky (University of Alberta) presently holds a Doctoral Fellowship from the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada and is working on his dissertation, "Poetic
Language and Imagery in the Sermonic Works of Dymytrij Tuptalo (1651 - 1709)."

Christina Y. Bethin (SUNY Stony Brook) is currently working on syllable structure in
Slavic.

David J. Birnbaum (University of Pittsburgh) is working on a critical edition of the Rus'
Primary Chronicle (Donald Ostrowski, editor).

Henrik Birnbaum (UCLA) was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences; attended the 59th World P.E.N. Congress in Dubrovnik (April, 1993), presenting a paper
("Dubrovnik - A Place of Cultural Transition and Transformation"). He is also Chair of the Academic
Board of the Medieval Studies Program at the Central European University, Budapest, and will teach a
seminar on "Medieval Slavic Cultures" there in Winter Quarter of 1994.

Francis Butler (Northern Illinois University) is currently working on the literary images of
Vladimir Svjatoslavi?.

Daniel E. Collins (Ohio State University) is working on "Pragmatics and Stylistics of
Reported Speech Strategies in Muscovite Trial Records and Other Legal Documents.” He has been
appointed to the position of Assistant Professor in the Department of Slavic and East European
Languages at Ohio State University.

Maurice L. Hébert (University of North Carlina, Chapel Hill) is working on Scandinavian-
East Slavic cultural and literary contacts from the 9th-18th centuries. He has recently published
Hesychasm, Word-Weaving and Slavic Hagiography (The Literary School of Patriarch Euthymius).
Slavistische Sammlung 18. Miinchen: Verlag Otto Sagner, 1992. He also received the Brown
University Dissertation Award, May 1992.

Daniel Kaiser (Grinnell College) has recently published The Laws of Rus' (Tenth to Fifteenth
Century). Salt Lake City: Charles Schlacks, 1992); and with Gary Marker Reinterpreting Russian
History 860-1860s . (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), a book of readings of primary and
secondary sources; and with Peyton Engel, "Time- and Age-Awareness in Early Modern Russia,"
Comparative Studies in Society and History 35 (1993): 822-37.

Valerie Kivelson (University of Michigan) has recentiy written "The Devil Stole His Mind:
The Tsar and the Moscow Uprising of 1648," AHR (June, 1993).

Paul W. Knoll (University of Southern California) is working on the University of Krakéw in
the XVth century and Polish conciliar thought.

Russell E. Martin (Harvard University) is currently studying royal marriage in Muscovy in
the 16th and 17th centuries.



Robert Mathiesen (Brown University) is working on Church Slavonic Biblical Translations
and Church Slavonic Magic.

A. Dean McKenzie (University of Oregon) as a retired professor of art history, is now very
actively involved with a new Learning in Retirement program at the University of Oregon. As co-chair of
the curriculum committee he organized a Russia: Yesterday and Today series which included survey
lectures on the art and architecture of Old Russia and the development of Russian monasticism.

Stephen W. Reinert (Rutgers) just published "The Palaiologoi, Yildirim Bayezid and
Constantinople: June 1389 - March 1391," in TO ELLENIKON: Studies in Honor of Speros Vryonis,
Jr., vol. I, ed. J. Langdon et al., pp. 289-365. His current projests are: Manuel II Palaiologos, the
Turks, Islam and a biography of Bayezid I (1389-1403).

Nicolas Schidlovsky is currently travelling to the former USSR to prepare a complete index to
the early Slavic sources of the Sticherarion - a concordance of Chilandari MS 307.

Kira Stevens (Colgate University) is working on regional identity in the late 16th century.

Francis Thomson (University of Antwerp) is working on a catalogue of all translations made
into Slavonic from the ninth to the early 18th centuries and their importance in the development of Slav
culture.

Cynthia Vakareliyska (Georgetown University) is working on a monograph on the textology
and linguistic patterns of the Curzon Gospel (Bulgarian c. 1354), and on a transcription edition of the
Curzon Gospel and a second edition of the Dobrejso Gospel.

Elizabeth Zelensky (Georgetown University) is studying wisdom literature in Sil'vestr
Medvedev's Sozertsanie kratkoe.



To join the Early Slavic Studies Association, fill out the
following form and return it to George Majeska, History
Department, University of Maryland, College Park, MD
20742. Make checks for dues ($5.00 per year --North America; $7.00
*-non-North America) payable to "George Majeska, Treasurer." If you
have changed your address please inform the Secretary-Treasurer.
Status of dues payment is noted in red on the address label. A red Y
means yes, you have paid your dues and a red N indicates
that you have not, according to our records.

Members may also want to use this form to send in materials for the
Newsletter. These items may be sent directly to the Newsletter
Editor, David Prestel, Department of Linguistics and
Languages, A-613 Wells Hall, Michigan State University,
East Lansing, Ml 48824-1027.
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