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NEWSLETTER OF THE EARLY SLAVIC STUDIES ASSOCIATION

Volume 5, Number 2, October, 1992

A Message from the ESSA President

Judging by the program for the AAASS meeting in Phoenix, our field is alive
and well. A quick glance reveals four sessions entirely devoted to Early Slav matters
(1-1,2-9, 4-19, 11-6), and two partly so (12-13. 13-7). Over and above these is the
organizational meeting (slot #6), which features an interesting panel discussion
organized by Gail Lenhoff (described more fully below). In sum, better than half the
time-slots include a session relevant to our field. Needless to say, this evidence does
not stand alone: we are witnessing publication of an unprecedented number of books
and articles on early Slav history and culture.

Sam Baron
ESSA Sponsored Panel in Phoenix

A panel reporting on some new developments in the field of medieval Slavic
literature and linguistics will be held during the meeting of the Early Slavic Studies
Association in Phoenix on Friday, November 20, 1992, at 1:30 p.m. The agenda of the
panel is as follows:

1. Gail Lenhoff (UCLA) will chair the panel and speak on socio-cultural approaches
to medieval Russian litearature with special emphasis on developments in German
Slavistics.

2. Harvey Goldblatt (Yale) will report on developments in Italian Slavistics, research
on the Slavic Language Questions and on trends in the study of seventeenth century
Muscovite and Ruthenian literature.

3. Daniel Collins (UCLA) will focus on East Slavic linguistics, presenting an agenda
for the exploration of historical stylistics.

4. Michael S. Flier (Harvard) will discuss the iconography of Muscovite architecture,
especially the image of Jerusalem as opposed to Rome and comment on new
publications and conference plans.

ESSA Dinner

The annual ESSA dinner to be held in conjunction with the AAASS Meeting in
Phoenix, will take place at the Copper Creek Steakhouse and Grill, 455 North 3rd St.
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on Friday, November 20, 1992 at 7:00 p.m. The restaurant is within walking distance
of the convention hotels. Steve Bataldin certifies that this is a good eating spot. We
will have a choice of three entrees at the modest price of $12.50 Everyone is cordially
invited to join the party.

ESSA Session at the 1993 AAASS National Convention

Persons who have ideas for an Early Slavic Studies Association session at the
1993 AAASS meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, should submit the full slate (chair,
presenters, discussants) to Sam Baron, Department of History, University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27599-3195 or Gail Lenhoff, Department of Slavic
Languages, University of California, Los Angeles, CA 90024. The officers of ESSA
will select and submit to the Program Committee the proposal that appears to be most
interesting.

British Medievalists Meet

The Slavonic and East European Medieval Studies Group (SEEMSG) will have
its next meeting on Saturday, November 7, 1992, at Clare College, Cambridge Papers
will be read by Dr. S. Franklin, "Philosophy and Philosophers in Kievan Rus',"
Professor D. H. Kaiser "Forgive us our Debts": Debts and Debtors in Muscovy," and
Dr. A Hippisley: "The Structural Composition of Simeon Polotsky's Vertograd
mnogotsvetnyj.” For information on the SEEMSG, contact Dr. Mary MacRobert,
Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, OX2 6QA, ENGLAND.

The Bulletin of the SEEMSG also contained the sad news that Professor J. L.

Fennell died August 9, 1992.
Exhibit of Medieval Russian Art

The Walters Gallery of Art in Baltimore was the site of an epic show of early
Russian ecclesiastical art this fall. The exhibit, entitled "Gates of Mystery," consisted
of some one hundred exceptionally fine pieces from the holdings of the Russian
Museum in St. Petersburg, works dating from the thirteenth through seventeenth
centuries. InterCultura in Fort Worth arranged the show in conjunction with the
Walters. What distinguishes this exhibition from other traveling shows that have
featured early Russian art is the high quality of the works shown, the size of the
exhibit, and the attention to several artistic media. Even in the realm of icons,
however, this is an impressive collection including one Rublev, two Dionisij works,
and a number of other panel paintings widely know from their repeated illustration in
standard texts, such as the well known fifteenth-century Novgorod mounted St. George
and a superb Ushakov Vladimir Virgin. There are enough icons in the show to allow
their display in groups representing discrete schools (Novgorod, Pskov, Tver, early
Moscow, Dionisij, Moscow Kremlin, Stroganov). There are even large iconostasis tier
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sets to be studied as unified entities. One can rejoice at the inclusion here of several
carved bas-relief polychrome wooden icons to represent the folk tradition of this
medium. The metal work in the show is highlighted by the famous "Medusa
medallion,” but also includes several fine gospel books, chalices, holy water stoups,
icon shields, etc. Probably the highlight of the exhibit, however, is the extensive
collection of embroidered textiles from various periods, including several tomb cover
palls (one by Anastasia Romanova, wife of Ivan IV), marvelous plashchanitsy and
veils for the eucharistic vessels. A cloth of gold textile image of Tsarevich Dmitrij
highlighted by a patch of blood red at the throat is spectacular. There are also several
fine miniature ivory, bone and stone images and a haunting life-size gilded carved
wooden cover for the sarcophagus of St. Anthony the Roman in Novgorod.

This superb show ran in Baltimore from August 23 to October 18 of this year.
It will open at The Art Museum of Princeton University on November 17 and continue
on display there until February 7, 1993. In late January, Princeton will host a
symposium on medieval Russian art in conjunction with the exhibit; details will be sent
to U.S. and Canadian members of the ESSA. In the spring the show will move to the
Dallas Museum of Art and in the summer to the Art Institute of Chicago. It will then
go to the Victoria and Albert Museum in London before returning for reinstallation at
the Russian Museum in St. Petersburg. The catalogue should be ready for the
Princeton run.

The Ivan Dujéev Center of Slavo-Byzantine Studies

According to Gregory Myers, who recently returned from an eleven-month stay
in Sofia, Bulgaria, the Ivan Dujéev Center of Slavo-Byzantine studies is no longer a
part of Kliment Okhrid University, but has now been reestablished as an independent
foundation. Mr. Myers submitted to the Dujcev Center copies of two of the three
remaining unpublished Medieval Russian Kondakars, Troi-Serg. No. 23, the Lavrsky
Kondakar and Sin. No. 777, the Sindalny Kondakar. The last of the set, Tretiakov
Gallery K5349, the Tipografsky Ustav, will be submitted later this year. The
publication of these documents will complete the set of five kondakars, joining the
editions of the Uspensky Kondakar (MMB VI, Main Series, 1960), and the
Blagoveshchensky Kondakar (Dostal/Rothe/Trapp, 1976).

In Memoriam: John Meyendorff and Horace W. Dewey

It is with sadness that we note the passing of two noted scholars in the field of
Early Slavic Studies: Professor John Meyendorff of St. Vladimir's Theological
Seminary (July 22, 1992) and Professor Horace W. Dewey of the University of
Michigan (June 30, 1992).



— T

Ol=

——

Letopis'

Christine Y. Bethin (SUNY) is currently working on syllable structure in late Common
Slavic.

Henrik Birnbaum (UCLA) is currently the chair of the Slavic Department at UCLA. In 1991
he was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He also organized and chaired
an international conference at UCLA entitled "Text and Texture of History" with several papers by ESSA
members. He recently published Aspects of the Slavic Middle Ages and Slavic Renaissance Culture,
New York: Peter Lang; xii + 838 pp.

Robert Crummey (University of California Davis) is working on the cultural history of the
Russian Old Believers.

Ljerka Debush (Harvard) is working on adverbs in Slavic.

Martin Dimnik (Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies) is currently working on a book on
the dynasty of Chernigov 1146-1246.

Michael Flier (Harvard) has been appointed to the Department of Slavic Languages and
Literatures at Harvard University. He presented a paper, "Filling in the Blanks: The Church of the
Intercession and the Architectonics of Medieval Muscovite Ritual" at the conference "The Text and
Texture of History: Modern Readings of Premodern Society and Culture, 600-1600," held at UCLA,
May, 1992. He is currently working on the cultural expression of the Apocalypse in medieval East Slavic
art, architecture, and ritual.

Borys Gudziak is planning to travel to Ukraine for a twelve-month IREX post-doctoral
fellowship, where he will begin work on a study entitled "Profiles in Fortitude: An Oral History of the
Clandestine Life of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 1946-89."

Paul Hollingsworth (U.S. Embassy, Moscow) has been working at the American Embassy
in Moscow since February, 1992. His volume of English translations of pre-Mongol Rus' saints' lives
was published in September, 1992: The Hagiography of Medieval Rus', Harvard Library of Early
Ukrainian Litearture: English Translations, volume 3. He is now working on finishing an annotated
translation of the Kievan Chronicle, also for publication in the Harvard Ukrainian Institute series."

Ellen Hurwitz (Albright College) became the President of Albright College in Reading,
Pennsylvania effective July, 15, 1992. She continues to work on a book about St. Olga.

Gail Lenhoff (UCLA) has recently written "La littérature de la Russie kiévienne," and "La
littérature de la Russie du nord-est," in Histoire de la litté (E. Etkind, G. Nivat, I. Serman,
Vittorio Strada, eds.), Fayard, 1992; "Die nordostrussische Hagiographie im literarischen Prozess: Die
Vita des Fiirsten Fedor Cernyj,” in Gatting und Genologie der slavisch-orthodoxen Literaturen
Mittelalters (Dritte Berliner Fachtagung, 1988) (K.-D. Seemann, ed. and translator of this article), Otto
Harrassowitz, 1992. (40 pages); "Canonization and Princely Power in Northeast Rus': The Cult of
Leontij Rostovskij," Welt der Slaven 37, 2 (1992). (20 pages). Her current research projects are Early
Russian literary legends; the Lives of Prince Fedor the Black (book in progress); northeast Russian
hagiography; medieval narrative theory. She has received a Howard Foundation Grant (1992-1993).

Eve Levin (Ohio State) has been appointed Director of the Center for Medieval and Renaissance
Studies at Ohio State. This means a new office telephone number: (614) 292-7495.

Russell E. Martin (Harvard) is currently working on kinship, marriage, and royal succession
in Muscovy during the Time of Troubles (1584-1633.)

Gregory Myers (U. of British Columbia) is now in the process of completing his doctoral
dissertation in the Department of Music of the University of British Columbia, entitled The Asmatic
Troparia, Hypakoai, and Katavasie 'Cycles' in Their Paleoslavonic Recensions.

Geraldine Phipps (U. of Massachusetts) is presently studying Matveev, Peter's ambassador to
England.

Ellen Schwartz (Eastern Michigan University) is currently working on the topic "Images of the
Jews in Medieval Art East and West."

Cynthia Vakareliyska (Georgetown University) is presently conducting research for a book
on the Curzon Gospel, a previously unstudied fourteenth-century tetraevagelion from West Bulgaria.
Her research will take her to England in summer and fall, 1992, and to Bulgaria in spring, 1993.
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To join the Early Slavic Studies Association, fill out the following form and return it to George Majeska,
History Department, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742. Make checks for dues ($5.00 per
year --North America; $7.00 --non-North America) payable to "George Majeska, Treasurer.” If you have changed your
address please inform the Secretary-Treasurer. Status of dues payment is noted in red on the address label. A
red Y means yes, you have paid your dues and a red N indicates that you have not, according to our
records.

Members may also want to use this form to send in materials for the Newsletter. These items may be sent directly
to the Newsletter Editor, David Prestel, Department of Linguistics and Languages, A-613 Wells Hall,
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824-1027.
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The Muscovite Biographical Database

The Muscovite Biographical Database, developed by R. E. Martin of Harvard and
Marshall Poe of Berkeley, has been awarded an SSRC grant under the Research
Iniatives Program. Inquiries may be sent to the following address: Professor Russell
E. Martin, Department of History, 201 Robinson Hall, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA 02138.

Editor's Note

We are pleased to announce_that-due-to-the generosity and hard work of Dr. Hugh
Olmsted of the Harvard Library, the present issue of the Newsletter is accompanied by
a supplement, A Bibliography of Bibliographies for Early Slavic Studies, edited by
Hugh Olmsted.

Early Slavic Studies Association :{: =
Samuel Baron, President Gail I:fgrfhoff, Vice-President
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